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Editor’s Note: The President attended the 
centennial celebration of Costa Rican democracy 
and met with Western Hemisphere leaders in 
San José on October 27-28. Releases and 
announcements issued by the Office of the Press 
Secretary relating to the President’s trip will be 
printed together in next week’s issue. 
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Week Ending Friday, October 27, 1989 


Message to the House of 
Representatives Returning Without 
Approval the Departments of Labor, 
Health and Human Services, and 
Education, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 1990 


October 21, 1989 


To the House of Representatives: 

I am returning herewith without my ap- 
proval H.R. 2990, the “Departments of 
Labor, Health and Human Services, and 
Education, and Related Agencies Appro- 
priations Act, 1990.” 


I have informed the Congress on numer- 
ous occasions that I would veto legislation if 
it permitted the use of appropriated funds 
to pay for abortions other than those in 
which the life of the mother would be en- 
dangered if the fetus were carried to term. 
Most recently, I reiterated my position and 
the reasons therefor on October 17, 1989, 
in a letter to Members of the Senate. The 
limitation I proposed is identical to the one 
included in this appropriations bill, by a bi- 
partisan majority, since 1981. This year, re- 
grettably, the Congress has expanded the 
circumstances in which Federal appropri- 
ated funds could be used to pay for abor- 
tions. 


In addition to unacceptable abortion lan- 
guage, this legislation underfunds the Pell 
grant program, weakening the Nation’s 
commitment to expanding opportunity for 
higher education. At the same time, this 
legislation provides unnecessary advance 
funding for State Legalization Impact As- 
sistance Grants. 


Further, the Congress has failed to pro- 
vide needed flexibility in the use of HHS 
discretionary funds to combat HIV/AIDS— 
one of America’s highest public health pri- 
orities. 


I am, therefore, compelled to disapprove 
H.R. 2990. 
George Bush 
The White House, 
October 21, 1989. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the President’s Signing of the Bill 
Providing Assistance for Free and Fair 
Elections in Nicaragua 


October 21, 1989 


Today the President signed into law H.R. 
3385, a bill to provide assistance for free 
and fair elections in Nicaragua. This legisla- 
tion represents another step forward in our 
efforts to promote democracy in countries 
that have been deprived of political and 
economic freedom. Around the world, the 
tide of democracy is advancing, as more 
and more authoritarian and totalitarian re- 
gimes realize that human progress is insepa- 
rable from the principles of liberty. 

In many of those countries—including 
Chile, the Philippines, Poland, and Para- 
guay—the United States, through the Na- 
tional Endowment for Democracy, made a 
difference by supporting democratic institu- 
tions. We did it because it was right. We 
did it because all of us benefit as freedom 
expands. And we will continue to support 
them when the forces of democracy look to 
us for help. 

With the funds provided for in this legis- 
lation, the National Endowment for Democ- 
racy and other organizations will work to 
strengthen democratic institutions in Nica- 
ragua so that truly free and fair elections 
may be held. In this way, we hope that 
Nicaragua will join other countries that 
have made the transition from repression to 
freedom. 
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The passage of this bill is a tribute to the 
bipartisan leadership of both Houses of 
Congress and an indication of strong bipar- 
tisan commitment to democratization and 
peace in Central America. Regional peace 
cannot be separated from democratization, 
as the Central American accords themselves 
make clear. This bill, by supporting demo- 
cratic institutions in Nicaragua, will contrib- 
ute to peace in the entire region. 


Note: H.R. 3385, approved October 21, was 
assigned Public Law No. 101-119. 


Statement on the Rescue of Buck Helm 
in Oakland, California 
October 21, 1989 


Barbara and I join all Americans in ex- 
pressing our joy in the news that this after- 
noon workers at I-880 in Oakland rescued a 
victim from Tuesday’s earthquake. The mi- 
raculous recovery of Buck Helm is a tribute 
to the thousands of relief workers and vol- 
unteers who have been working so tirelessly 
in the bay area. I am delighted to know 
that the efforts of some of the heroic work- 
ers I met yesterday have now been reward- 
ed with the saving of another life. 


Statement on Signing the Department 
of the Interior and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act 

October 23, 1989 


Today I signed into law H.R. 2788, the 
Department of the Interior and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act. 

I am pleased that the Act includes fund- 
ing for many programs important to the 
environment. In particular, the Act finances 
Federal land acquisition for conservation 
and recreation purposes, as I reeommended 
in my February 9th budget. Many national- 
ly significant natural and cultural resources 
will be protected by these appropriations. 
Furthermore, the Act strikes an important 
balance between protecting the environ- 
ment and recognizing national and local 
economic concerns, as in the case of the 
spotted owl compromise. I commend the 
Congress for these actions. 
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I have reservations with two provisions of 
the Act: those dealing with extension of 
coverage of the Federal Tort Claims Act to 
private contractors, or their employees, 
serving Indian tribes; and those dealing 
with restrictions on oil and gas leasing and 
exploration on the Outer Continental Shelf. 
These reservations have been described in 
more detail in Statements of Administration 
Policy and other communications from offi- 
cials of my Administration. 

Notwithstanding these reservations, I 
have signed the bill because its benefits— 
particularly the treatment of many environ- 
mental, conservation, and energy-related 
issues important to the Nation—outweigh 
my reservations. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
October 23, 1989. 


Note: H.R. 2788, approved October 23, was 
assigned Public Law No. 101-121. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Agreement for National 
Reconciliation in Lebanon 


October 23, 1989 


The President welcomes the news that 
the conference of Lebanese Parliamentar- 
ians in Taif, Saudi Arabia, has resulted in an 
agreement for national reconciliation in 
Lebanon. We commend the Arab League’s 
Tripartite Committee for its important role 
in facilitating this agreement. The President 
congratulates the Lebanese Deputies for 
their courage and statesmanship, which 
have yielded an extraordinary opportunity 
to bring lasting peace to Lebanon. This is 
the first step toward restoration of a sover- 
eign, unified, and independent Lebanon, 
free of all foreign forces. The President calls 
upon all concerned in Lebanon and in the 
international community to join the United 
States in supporting the process of peace 
and reconciliation launched by the Taif 
agreement. 
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Appointment of Frederick D. Nelson 
To Be an Associate Counsel to the 
President 


October 23, 1989 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Frederick D. Nelson to be As- 
sociate Counsel to the President. 

Since 1988 Mr. Nelson has been a litiga- 
tor with the law firm of Taft, Stettinius & 
Hollister in Cincinnati, OH. Prior to this, he 
served as Deputy Assistant Attorney Gener- 
al (1986-1987) and Special Assistant to the 
Assistant Attorney General, Department of 
Justice (1985-1986); majority counsel, Sub- 
committee on Criminal Law, Senate Judici- 
ary Committee (1983-1985); and summer 
litigation associate with the law firm of 
Calfee, Halter & Griswold in Cleveland, 
OH (June 1981 and August 1982). 

Mr. Nelson graduated from Hamilton Col- 
lege in Clinton, NY (A.B., 1980), and Har- 
vard Law School (J.D., 1983). He was born 
in Lakewood, OH, on October 19, 1958. 


Appointment of Christopher du Pont 
Roosevelt as a Member of the 
Roosevelt Campobello International 
Park Commission 


October 23, 1989 


The President today appointed Christo- 
pher du Pont Roosevelt to be a member on 
the part of the United States on the Roose- 
velt Campobello International Park Com- 
mission. He would succeed Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, Jr. 

Since 1985 Mr. Roosevelt has served as 
president, publisher, and member of the 
board of directors of Oceans Magazine Asso- 
ciates, Inc., and as chairman and chief exec- 
utive officer of Cruise Passenger Network, 
Inc., since 1988. Prior to this, he served as 
president, chief executive officer, and trust- 
ee of the Oceanic Society, 1974-1985; As- 
sistant United States Attorney for the South- 
ern District of New York, 1971-1974; and 
associate attorney with Cadwalader, Wick- 
ersham and Taft in New York, 1968-1971. 

Mr. Roosevelt graduated from the Uni- 
versity of Virginia (B.A., 1964) and George- 
town University Law Center (J.D., 1968). 


He was born December 21, 1941, in Phila- 
delphia, PA. Mr. Roosevelt is married, has 
three children, and resides in Armonk, NY. 


Nomination of Five Members to the 
President’s Advisory Committee on the 
Points of Light Initiative Foundation 


October 23, 1989 


The President today announced the five 
members of the President’s Advisory Com- 
mittee on the Points of Light Initiative 
Foundation. The Committee has been 
charged with reporting to the President 
within 45 days of the Committee’s first 
meeting on the legal structure of the Foun- 
dation and the legislation needed to estab- 
lish the Foundation. The five members of 
the advisory committee are as follows: 


Gov. Thomas Kean. Thomas Kean is Gover- 
nor of New Jersey and will serve as Chair- 
man of the President’s Advisory Commit- 
tee. Governor Kean was first elected to the 
statehouse in 1981. Born in New York City 
on April 21, 1935, Governor Kean graduat- 
ed from Princeton University and subse- 
quently earned his M.A. from Columbia 
University. He taught political science at 
Rutgers University and worked as a com- 
mentator and reporter for the New Jersey 
Nightly News program. 

While in office, Governor Kean has 
proven to be an innovator in education 
reform, economic recovery, and environ- 
mental issues. After having inherited a sub- 
stantial budget deficit, the Governor’s budg- 
ets have consistently shown surpluses fiscal 
year after fiscal year. Through his Environ- 
mental Trust Fund, he has made New 
Jersey a national leader in the environmen- 
tal movement. In 1985 Governor Kean es- 
tablished the Office of Volunteerism in 
New Jersey. This past June, in response to 
President Bush’s call to make community 
service national policy, Governor Kean 
started the Garden State Initiative. He has 
served as Chairman of the Education Com- 
mission of the States as part of his national 
leadership role in reforming and improving 
the school systems. 
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Edward A. Brennan. Mr. Brennan is chair- 
man and chief executive officer of Sears, 
Roebuck and Co. and the chairman of the 
board of governors of the United Way. He 
joined Sears in 1956 as a salesman in a 
Madison, WI, store. After 30 years with 
Sears, he attained his present rank. 

Mr. Brennan serves on the boards of di- 
rectors of AMR Corp., Minnesota Mining & 
Manufacturing Co., and the Sears-Roebuck 
Foundation. He is a member of the Presi- 
dent’s Export Council, the Business Council, 
the New York Stock Exchange Listed Com- 
pany Advisory Committee, the Business 
Roundtable, the Conference Board, and the 
business advisory council of the Chicago 
Urban League. He is also a member of the 
boards of trustees of DePaul University, 
Marquette University, Rush-Presbyterian-St. 
Luke’s Medical Center, and the Chicago 
Museum of Science and Industry. Mr. Bren- 
nan is a 1955 graduate of Marquette Uni- 
versity with a degree in business adminis- 
tration. 


Norman A. Brown. Dr. Brown is currently 
president and chief programming officer of 
the W.K. Kellogg Foundation in Battle 
Creek, MI. The foundation, established in 
1930 to “help people help themselves,” has 
distributed more than $1 billion in support 
of programs in the fields of agriculture, 
education, and health. Before joining the 
foundation, Dr. Brown served on the facul- 
ties of Michigan State University and the 
University of Minnesota. He was the State 
4-H director in Michigan and the dean and 
State director of the Minnesota Extension 
Service. Dr. Brown’s international experi- 
ence consisted of directing a Peace Corps 
program in the Philippines, work in agricul- 
tural education in Algeria, and consulting 
for 10 years in Latin America and the Car- 
ibbean for Partners of the Americas. His 
experience in the field of voluntarism has 
included such diverse activities as trustee of 
the Michigan State University Foundation; 
director of Independent Sector, a national 
organization of the of the nonprofit and 
philanthropic sector in the United States; 
chairman of the board of a trust for a new 
international college of agriculture for the 
humid tropics in Costa Rica; and member of 
a local board of education. In addition, Dr. 
Brown is the president of the Michigan-Do- 
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minican Republic-Belize Partners of the 
Americas. Dr. Brown received his bache- 
lor’s, master’s, and doctor’s degrees from 
Michigan State University. 


Frances Hesselbein. Mrs. Hesselbein has 
been the national executive director of the 
Girl Scouts of the USA since 1976. In the 
77-year history of Girl Scouting, Mrs. Hes- 
selbein is the first chief executive officer 
chosen from within the ranks of the organi- 
zation. 

Mrs. Hesselbein serves on the individual 
investor advisory committee to the board of 
directors of the New York Stock Exchange 
and on the board of governors of Josephson 
Ethics Institute. She is a member of the top 
17 national agency executive directors of 
the United Way of America, a member of 
the editorial advisory board of “Nonprofit 
Management and Leadership,” Case West- 
ern Reserve University, and a member of 
the director’s resource council of the Na- 
tional Women’s Economic Alliance Founda- 
tion. Mrs. Hesselbein was the first woman 
to receive the National Professional Leader- 
ship Award, given by the United Way of 
America, as well as the first Entrepreneurial 
Woman Award for Excellence in not-for- 
profit management. She also has received 
the Distinguished Community Service 
Award from Mutual of America Life Insur- 
ance Co. Mrs. Hesselbein is a volunteer on 
two college boards of trustees: Juniata Col- 
lege at Huntingdon, PA, and Allentown 
College of St. Francis de Sales of Allentown, 
PA. She is also on the board of visitors of 
the Peter F. Drucker Graduate School Man- 
agement Center at Claremont College 
Graduate School in Claremont, CA. 


Vernon E. Jordan, Jr. Mr. Jordan is current- 
ly a senior partner in the Washington, DC, 
office of the law firm of Akin, Gump, 
Strauss, Hauer & Feld. From 1972 to 1981, 
he was president of the National Urban 
League. Mr. Jordan has received many 
awards in recognition of his accomplisn- 
ments, including, in 1977, the Alexis de 
Tocqueville Award of the United Way of 
America, a special tribute to his leadership 
in the field of voluntarism. He has authored 
a weekly newspaper column, which has ap- 
peared in over 300 newspapers; broadcast 
commentaries on current issues for the 
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Westinghouse broadcast network; and has 
been a frequent guest on major national 
television broadcasts, including “Meet the 
Press,” “Issues & Answers,” and “Face the 
Nation.” Mr. Jordan is a trustee of the Ford 
Foundation, governor of the New York Hos- 
pital, a member of the board of directors 
for the United Way of America, the former 
chairman of the board of trustees for the 
Atlanta University Center (recently retired), 
and the chairman of the National Academy 
Foundation. Mr. Jordan was reared in At- 
lanta, GA, where he was born on August 15, 
1935. He received his B.A. from DePauw 
University in 1957 and graduated from 
Howard University Law School in 1960. 


Remarks at the Presentation Ceremony 
for the Excellence in Science and Math 
Teaching Awards 


October 24, 1989 


Welcome to the White House on this glo- 
rious fall day. I’m sorry if I’m just a little bit 
late. I was sitting in there trying to solve a 
few quadratic equations. [Laughter] Some- 
what more difficult than balancing the 
budget, I might say. And then I thought it 
might be appropriate to have a moment of 
silence in memory of those substitute teach- 
ers back home. [Laughter] 

It really is a pleasure to have you all here. 
And to Erich Bloch, the Director of the 
National Science Foundation, and to my 
colleague, confidant, Dr. Bromley, our Sci- 
ence Advisor, and to the outstanding teach- 
ers we honor today—you’ve taken one of 
the Nation’s most vital and yet too often 
unappreciated tasks. And because you've 
committed yourselves to excellence on the 
front lines of American education, you 
really do represent our best hope for the 
future. 

So many Americans remember a special 
teacher who made a quiet but crucial dif- 
ference in their lives. And it might have 
been the teacher who brought math to life 
or explaining ratios by using the gears of a 
bicycle, or maybe it’s a teacher who re- 
vealed the powerful drama in the life of a 
single cell or who sparked speculation about 
the expansion of the universe. Of course, 


those of us who haven’t been to school in a 
while get our scientific understanding from 
those Gary Larson cartoons. [Laughter] 
Like the one where, after detailed calcula- 
tions, Einstein discovers that time is actual- 
ly money. [Laughter] 

Now, you’ve seen all the surveys about 
American students’ poor performance in 
scientific knowledge compared to their 
peers around the world. We’ve all seen 
them. We agonize over them. And it is a 
serious problem. But you are not just com- 
plaining about it. You’re doing something 
about it. And you’re showing that excel- 
lence is not just possible in American edu- 
cation; it ought to be the norm. And you 
and the outstanding teachers across the 
country that you represent are creating 
centers of excellence in classrooms of every 
kind, setting standards for the rest of the 
country to follow, and creating exceptional 
students. 

This year a high school student from 
Denver named Steven Gubser won the 
20th International Physics Olympiad in 
Warsaw. When the United States began 
competing in the tournament in 1986, some 
thought that our students wouldn’t really 
have a chance against students from Europe 
and the Far East. But our teams have con- 
sistently distinguished themselves, capped 
by this gold medal performance. This is the 
standard of excellence that America’s stu- 
dents and teachers should aspire to and that 
more can attain. Our problem is not that 
we don’t have American students excelling 
at science and math; we just don’t see 
enough of them. Of course, there were a 
few outstanding students in my time. I had 
a friend who was so smart once that he 
knew how to convert meters to gallons— 
[laughter|—in his head. 

The work of outstanding teachers like 
yourselves has a profound impact not just 
on the students you teach but on the Nation 
as a whole. And the link between science 
and technology and our standard of living is 
stronger today than ever before. At a time 
when our international position in certain 
key industries is being challenged, we face 
impending shortages of qualified scientists 
and engineers. So, your work is helping to 
meet a crucial need, a national need. 
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Not every student will be a physics olym- 
pian or make a career as a scientist, but 
growing numbers will have jobs based on 
new technologies: farm workers producing 
genetically engineered crops; auto workers 
involved with robotics, cybernetic systems, 
electronic controls; service people maintain- 
ing computers and telecommunication sys- 
tems. It’ll be new skills and the ability to 
learn them quickly and adapt that will be 
crucial to their future and America’s future. 

When I met with the Nation’s Governors 
in Charlottesville last month at that educa- 
tional summit, they told me, as the business 
community continues to tell me, that a 
clear consensus is emerging on the crucial 
need to improve math and science educa- 
tion in this country. And that’s why we’re 
establishing a National Science Scholars pro- 
gram for top math and science students 
across the country. And for students of all 
abilities we’re working to set national goals 
for math and science education. We’re 
going to be looking to you for advice and 
guidance on those goals and the steps we 
can take together to attain them. I want to 
encourage you to work with this administra- 
tion, and certainly with the Governors in 
the 50 States, to refine our approach to 
math and science education. All of you as 
teachers know the larger role that educa- 
tion plays in a free society. 

Every student in America, even those 
who don’t choose technical careers, will 
need enough scientific and mathematical 
understanding to make decisions about the 
technologies of the 2lst century. You un- 
derstand the importance of a literate and 
informed citizenry, and you're acting on 
that understanding, and for the sake of 
every student you teach every day. 

You know, a few minutes ago I said that 
all of us—just about all of us—can think of 
special teachers, teachers that touched our 
lives forever. But it’s also true that the 
greatest minds in science and mathematics 
were inspired and directed by teachers of 
their own. And that’s worth remembering. 
What you’re doing today has the potential 
to unleash the genius of an entire new gen- 
eration. And for all that you’ve done and all 
that you will continue to do, we three 
here—and I expect I speak for the two dis- 
tinguished scientists that join us—but I 
know I speak for Dan Quayle, our able Vice 
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President, and Barbara, who is so commit- 
ted to helping you all, especially in the field 
of literacy. For all you’ve done, we want to 
just thank you and congratulate you and 
urge you to keep it up. And may God bless 
this vital work that you do. Thank you so 
much for coming to the White House. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:02 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to D. Allan Bromley, 
Science Advisor to the President and Direc- 
tor of the Office of Science and Technology 
Policy. 


Proclamation 6053—National Red 
Ribbon Week for a Drug-Free America, 
1989 


October 24, 1989 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


The consequences of illegal drug use have 
reached epidemic proportions in the United 
States. Excessive consumption of alcohol 
and other forms of drug abuse are among 
the largest causes of preventable illness, dis- 
ability, and death in our society. Drug use is 
a public health threat that endangers our 
society at every level—in our homes, 
schools, and communities. It weakens our 
work force and businesses, threatening our 
Nation’s productivity and economic 
strength. It also threatens the minds, health, 
and character of our Nation’s most valuable 
resource—our youth. 

The problem is not insurmountable, how- 
ever. Americans have begun to confront the 
scourge of substance abuse, and we can be 
pleased with the important, positive strides 
we have made. Through the dedicated ef- 
forts of teachers, parents, celebrities, social 
service professionals, and volunteers, more 
and more young children are learning 
about the dangers of substance abuse. Expe- 
rience has shown us that education and pre- 
vention programs are valuable tools in the 
fight against drugs. Many of our young 
people are choosing never to even try 
them. 
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Public opinion polls continue to indicate 
that the American people believe illicit 
drug use is the most serious domestic prob- 
lem facing the Nation. With concern at a 
high level, public and private organizations, 
businesses, concerned parents, young 
people, and educators all across America 
are rallying to host town meetings, confer- 
ences, and other activities in support of 
community drug abuse prevention and edu- 
cation. We must build upon these efforts. 


The National Federation of Parents for 
Drug-Free Youth has seized upon this mo- 
mentum by promoting the observance of 
the week beginning October 22, 1989, as 
“National Red Ribbon Week for a Drug- 
Free America.” This week highlights a com- 
prehensive public education drive involving 
thousands of parents’ groups across the 
country. It is a time when we encourage all 
national and community service groups, as 
well as individual Americans, to exercise 
leadership, creativity, and determination in 
achieving a drug-free America. Through 
their efforts, we reaffirm the right of each 
and every American to live in a drug-free 


family, to dwell in a drug-free community, 
to learn in a drug-free school, to work in a 
drug-free workplace, and to drive on drug- 
free highways. Such campaigns are critical 
in our struggle to liberate the United States 
from the dangerous cycle of substance 
abuse and drug-trafficking. 


We must get the message across that any 
use of an illegal drug, the excessive con- 
sumption of alcohol, and the use of alcohol 
by an underaged youth, is unacceptable. At 
every level, our society must develop an 
absolute intolerance for illicit drug use. 


To mobilize and involve all Americans in 
efforts directed at preventing and eliminat- 
ing drug use, the Congress, by Senate Joint 
Resolution 213, has designated October 22 
through October 29, 1989, as “National Red 
Ribbon Week for a Drug-Free America.” 


Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim the week beginning 
October 22, 1989, as National Red Ribbon 
Week for a Drug-Free America. I call upon 
all Americans to join me in observing this 


week by supporting community drug abuse 
prevention efforts. I also encourage every 
American to wear a red ribbon during this 
week as an expression of his or her commit- 
ment to a healthy, drug-free lifestyle. 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fourth day of October, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and eighty-nine, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two 
hundred and fourteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:40 a.m., October 25, 1989] 


Appointment of Charles R. Henry as a 
Member of the Committee for 
Purchase from the Blind and Other 
Severely Handicapped 


October 24, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Maj. Gen. Charles R. Henry, 
USA, as the Department of Defense 
member of the Committee for Purchase 
from the Blind and Other Severely Handi- 
capped. He would succeed Daniel W. 
McKinnon, Jr. 


Since 1988 General Henry has served as 
Deputy Director for Acquisition Manage- 
ment of the Defense Logistics Agency in 
Alexandria, VA. Prior to this he served as 
the Army’s Competition Advocate General 
in the Secretary of the Army’s Office, 1984- 
1988. 


General Henry graduated from Middle 
Tennessee State University (B.S., 1959), and 
he received juris doctor and master of law 
degrees from Wilson College. In addition, 
General Henry received the Distinguished 
Service Medal. He was born October 3, 
1937, in Horse Cave, KY. He is married, has 
two children, and resides in Springfield, 
VA. 
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Appointment of Daniel W. McKinnon, 
Jr., as a Member of the Committee for 
Purchase from the Blind and Other 
Severely Handicapped 


October 24, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Rear Adm. Daniel W. 
McKinnon, Jr., USN, as the Department of 
the Navy member of the Committee for 
Purchase from the Blind and Other Severe- 
ly Handicapped. He would succeed Edward 
Keith Walker. 

Since 1988 Rear Admiral McKinnon has 
served as commander of the Naval Supply 
Systems Command and chief of Supply 
Corps at the Department of the Navy. Prior 
to this he was Deputy Director for Acquisi- 
tion Management of the Defense Logistics 
Agency, 1986-1988. He was vice command- 
er of the Naval Supply Systems Command, 
1984-1986; assistant commander for Inven- 
tory and Systems Integrity for the Naval 
Supply Systems Command, 1983-1984; and 
director of Supply Corps Personnel, 1982- 
1983. In 1980 he assumed command of the 
U.S. Naval Supply Depot, Subic Bay, Philip- 
pines. 

Rear Admiral McKinnon graduated from 
the University of Missouri (B.S., 1956) and 
received a master’s degree in business ad- 
ministration from the University of Michi- 
gan. In 1987 he served as a member of the 
President’s Committee for Purchase from 
the Blind and Other Severely Handicapped. 
He was born April 26, 1934, in St. Joseph, 
MO. He is married, has one child, and re- 
sides in Annandale, VA. 


Proclamation 6054—Polish American 
Heritage Month, 1989 


October 25, 1989 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


This month, we Americans honor the mil- 
lions of men and women of Polish descent 
who have helped build our Nation and keep 
it strong and prosperous. Many important 
chapters in American history—and even the 
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story of hope now unfolding in their ances- 
tral homeland—provide moving testimony 
to the faith, courage, and hard work of 
Polish Americans. 

During the Revolutionary War, coura- 
geous Poles such as General Casimir Pulaski 
and Tadeusz Kosciuszko helped to win the 
American struggle for independence. These 
two men clearly understood that liberty is 
the God-given right of all men, and the 
cause of freedom is universal. Like many of 
their contemporaries, they knew that the 
hopes of freedom-loving peoples around the 
world were invested in our Nation’s great 
experiment in self-government. 

Today, we pay tribute to the millions of 
Polish immigrants who—even though they 
arrived in this country with little more than 
the clothes on their backs—have built 
strong families and thriving communities 
across the United States. With great faith in 
God and in America’s promise of freedom 
and opportunity for all, they have worked 
with pride and diligence. All of us have 
been enriched by their success. 

Polish Americans have not only pros- 
pered, they have also become responsible 
citizens and true patriots. Many Polish 
Americans were among the thousands of 
men and women who served our Nation 
with distinction during World Wars I and II. 
As we gratefully remember their courage 
and selflessness, we also recall the contribu- 
tions of our Polish allies in the defeat of 
Nazi Germany. 

Throughout our Nation’s history, the 
people of the United States and Poland 
have been united not only by cultural and 
familial ties, but also by our common love 
for freedom and representative govern- 
ment. Poland’s history chronicles the strug- 
gles of a people who would not be deterred 
in their fight for liberty and the right to 
self-determination. The Polish Constitution 
of May 3, 1791, drafted only a few years 
after our Nation’s own, was one of the first 
written national constitutions in the world. 
Its creation vividly demonstrated the Poles’ 
determination to secure a free and just 
system of government. 

Despite years of repression by ruling offi- 
cials, military invasion by Nazi Germany 
and the Soviet Union in 1939, and the dec- 
laration of martial law in 1981, that resolve 
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has remained unshaken. Indeed, after years 
of struggle and sacrifice, the persistence of 
the Polish people is finally being rewarded. 
For the first time since World War II, 
Poland is being led by a non-Communist 
government. 

Today, all Americans join their friends 
and neighbors of Polish descent in celebrat- 
ing recent political reforms in Poland, for 
these changes represent even more than a 
great victory for the Polish people—they 
also bear witness to the power of faith and 
the triumph of democratic ideals. 

The Congress, by Public Law 101-64, has 
designated October 1989 as “Polish Ameri- 
can Heritage Month” and has authorized 
and requested the President to issue a proc- 
lamation in observance of this event. 

Now, Therefore, I, Geevge Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim October 1989 as Polish 
American Heritage Month. I urge all Amer- 
icans to join their fellow citizens of Polish 
descent in observance of this month. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fifth day of October, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and eighty-nine, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two 
hundred and fourteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:27 p.m., October 25, 1989] 


Remarks at a White House Briefing for 
Members of the Institute of 
International Education 


October 25, 1989 


It’s 8 years later, and I’m still 10 minutes 
late. [Laughter] But thank you very much, 
Dick, and distinguished Dr. Henry Kauf- 
man. And I know I should say thank you to 
one of our own, Sichan Siv, over here, your 
former manager of Asian and Pacific pro- 
grams and now a key member of our ad- 
ministration. And let me also say it’s a de- 
light to be among the supporters of the—I 
recognize many of you—of the Institute, 
the ITE. And then I had opportunity to 


greet some of the students that are here 
from foreign lands. 

Let me tell you how I came to know of 
your achievements and, through that, ap- 
preciate what you do. Barbara and I were— 
we moved down to Houston from Midland 
and were raising our family. And we have 
many fond memories of those days, but 
among our fondest is the delight of having 
young men and women from so many coun- 
tries joining us for conversation and supper 
at our home. And we became involved with 
the Institute as a host family through Alice 
Pratt, whose dedicated work there is now 
being carried on by Fentress Bracewell 
down in Houston. I don’t know whether 
Fentress is here, so I haven’t spotted—oh, 
here he is, right here in front. Delighted to 
see you. But it was Alice who taught us how 
rewarding it is to show a young foreign 
friend the way through the academic, busi- 
ness, and social maze of a vibrant American 
city. And because of Alice, we learned that 
by seeing our country through another’s 
eyes, we could almost be like tourists in our 
own home. 

And today at the White House, when Bar- 
bara and I dine with foreign visitors, our 
guests are rarely students; rather, they are 
often foreign leaders and Presidents and 
Prime Ministers and Foreign Secretaries 
and Ambassadors. But we’ve noticed some- 
thing that makes us think back to our Hous- 
ton days: Many of our foreign guests once 
worked and studied in the United States. I 
was most impressed, Dick, by just that 
menu you read off there of how these kids 
come and then move into positions of lead- 
ership. And this is bound to be of benefit 
not just to the United States but to the 
other countries as well. 

But you do more than bring the world to 
America: you open the cultures of the 
world to our people as well. Mark Twain 
said that the “broad, wholesome, charitable 
views of men and things cannot be acquired 
by vegetating in one little corner of the 
Earth all one’s lifetime.” Thomas Jefferson, 
our magnificent education President, en- 
hanced such a broad, wholesome, and chari- 
table view when he left the Piedmont, his 
beloved Piedmont of Virginia, to represent 
the American cause in France. And in more 
recent times, many Americans have had the 
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liberating experience of living abroad. Cer- 
tainly, Barbara and I felt transformed by 
the time that we spent living in China, a 
time when we sometimes traveled those 
dusty streets, always on our bicycles. But it 
was tremendous experience, days we'll 
never forget. And of course, we learned a 
lot about the Chinese people. Most of all, 
we learned an awful lot more about our- 
selves. And every American who lives 
abroad returns home with a new perspec- 
tive and, I believe, a deeper feeling for our 
own country. 

Your Institute promotes just exactly this 
kind of understanding through 249 pro- 
grams, assisting more than 10,000 people 
from 155 countries every year. Innumera- 
ble are the new friendships made; incalcula- 
ble the good will that is generated. 

When your organization was founded 70 
years ago, there was a belief that the ex- 
change of students, scholars, and profession- 
als from country to country would promote 
peace and understanding. Some regarded 
that ideal as hopelessly naive. Well, now we 
know that that’s not true. It is true that 
international exchanges are not a great tide 
to sweep away all differences, but they will 
slowly wear away at the obstacles to peace 
as surely as water wears away a hard stone. 

And I am honored to be here. I would 
simply add: Keep it up. We are living in 
perhaps the most exciting time of change 
certainly in the nuclear age, and maybe in 
terms of the entire history of the United 
States, as we look at what’s happening, par- 
ticularly in Eastern Europe, as we see 
what’s happening in Asia, see what’s hap- 
pening, indeed, in the Soviet Union itself. 
And I can tell you that the interaction that 
we had with this wonderful organization 
makes me feel a little more confident as I 
wrestle with these problems. But far more 
important than that, I think, is that the in- 
sight that the kids that come here get into 
our great, free, wonderful country. 

So, I’m grateful to you. I wanted to come 
over and thank you all very, very much for 
what you’re doing. Please keep it up. And 
God bless you all. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. In his remarks, he referred to 
Richard Krasno, Henry Kaufman, Alice 
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Pratt, and Fentress Bracewell, president, 
chairman of the board, former director of 
the Houston office, and chairman of the 
southern regional advisory board of the In- 
stitute of International Education, respec- 
tively, and Sichan Siv, Deputy Assistant to 
the President for Public Liaison. 


Message to the Congress Reporting on 
the Economic Sanctions Against 
Nicaragua 


October 25, 1989 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I hereby report to the Congress on devel- 
opments since my last report of April 21, 
1989, concerning the national emergency 
with respect to Nicaragua that was declared 
in Executive Order No. 12513 of May 1, 
1985. In that order, President Reagan pro- 
hibited: (1) all imports into the United 
States of goods and services of Nicaraguan 
origin; (2) all exports from the United States 
of goods to or destined for Nicaragua except 
those destined for the organized democratic 
resistance; (3) Nicaraguan air carriers from 
engaging in air transportation to or from 
points in the United States; and (4) vessels 
of Nicaraguan registry from entering U.S. 
ports. 

1. The declaration of emergency was 
made pursuant to the authority vested in 
the President by the Constitution and laws 
of the United States, including the Interna- 
tional Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 
U.S.C. 1701 et seqg., and the National Emer- 
gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1601, et seg. This 
report is submitted pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 
1641(c) and 1703(c). 

2. The Office of Foreign Assets Control 
(FAC) of the Department of the Treasury 
issued the Nicaraguan Trade Control Regu- 
lations implementing the prohibitions in Ex- 
ecutive Order No. 12513, effective May 7, 
1985; 50 Fed. Reg. 19890 (May 10, 1985). 
There have been no amendments to these 
regulations since my last report. 

3. Since my report of April 21, 1989, 
fewer than 30 applications for licenses have 
been received with respect to Nicaragua, 
and the majority of these applications have 
been granted. Of the licenses issued in this 
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period, some authorized exports for human- 
itarian purposes, covering donated articles 
beyond the scope of the exception to the 
export ban, to assist in the rebuilding of 
houses and churches that were destroyed 
by Hurricane Joan in 1988. Certain licenses 
authorized the export of equipment to La 
Prensa, the major opposition publication in 
Nicaragua, as well as to other opposition 
press groups. A license was also issued to 
the United Nations that authorized the 
export of certain equipment for use by the 
U.N. Observer Mission in verifying the elec- 
toral process in Nicaragua. 

4. Since my last report, the Department 
of the Treasury completed two significant 
enforcement actions. A U.S. organization, 
which has been engaging in unauthorized 
imports from Nicaragua in protest of U.S. 
policies in Central America, agreed to cease 
its illegal trade activities. This agreement 
followed issuance of a warning letter sent to 
the group in March 1988 by the United 
States Attorney and the execution of a 
search warrant covering the organization’s 
offices by the U.S. Customs Service. 

In April 1989, in the U.S. District Court 
for the District of Puerto Rico, a U.S. ship- 
owner whose oil tanker had been seized on 
two separate occasions by the U.S. Customs 
Service for unauthorized transshipment of 
aviation fuel to Nicaragua settled a civil for- 
feiture action against the vessel by paying 
$125,000, including a $10,000 civil penalty 
under the regulations. 

5. The trade sanctions are an essential 
element of our policy that seeks a demo- 
cratic outcome in Nicaragua by diplomatic 
means. The Sandinista regime made numer- 
ous commitments to democratization and 
national reconciliation when it signed the 
Esquipulas Agreement in 1987. The Gov- 
ernment of Nicaragua reiterated these com- 
mitments on February 14, 1989, at Tesoro 
Beach, El Salvador, and, in addition, prom- 
ised to hold free, fair, and honest elections 
in February 1990 under international obser- 
vation. I do not believe that current condi- 
tions in Nicaragua justify lifting the trade 
sanctions. If Nicaragua fully implements its 
Esquipulas commitments to democratize; 
holds free, fair, and honest elections; under- 
takes genuine national reconciliation; and 
ends its support for subversion in the region 
and its close security ties to the Soviet bloc, 


the emergency that prompted the imposi- 
tion of the trade sanctions would largely be 
resolved. 

6. The expenses incurred by the Federal 
Government in the period from May l, 
1989, through November 1, 1989, that are 
directly attributable to the exercise of 
powers and authorities conferred by the 
declaration of the Nicaraguan national 
emergency are estimated at $197,715, all of 
which represents wage and salary costs for 
Federal personnel. Personnel costs were 
largely centered in the Department of the 
Treasury (particularly in the Customs Serv- 
ice, as well as in FAC and the Office of the 
General Counsel), with expenses also in- 
curred by the Department of State and the 
National Security Council staff. 

7. The policies and actions of the Govern- 
ment of Nicaragua continue to pose an un- 
usual and extraordinary threat to the na- 
tional security and foreign policy of the 
United States. I shall continue to exercise 
the powers at my disposal to apply econom- 
ic sanctions against Nicaragua as long as 
these measures are appropriate and will 
continue to report periodically to the Con- 
gress on expenses and significant develop- 
ments pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c) and 
1703(c). 


George Bush 


The White House, 
October 25, 1989. 


Nomination of Allan V. Burman To Be 
Administrator for Federal Procurement 
Policy at the Office of Management 
and Budget 


October 25, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Allan V. Burman to be 
Administrator for Federal Procurement 
Policy at the Office of Management and 
Budget. He would succeed Robert P. 
Bedell. 

Since 1988 Dr. Burman has been Acting 
Administrator of the Office of Federal Pro- 
curement Policy in the Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget; and Deputy Administra- 
tor of the Office of Federal Procurement 
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Policy, 1986-1988. Prior to this, he was 
chief of the Air Force branch of the nation- 
al security division at the Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget, 1981-1986; Federal exec- 
utive fellow at the Brookings Institution, 
1980-1981; and coordinator for research 
and development programs of the Air 
Force branch of the Office of Management 
and Budget, 1977-1980. He was also a spe- 
cial assistant to the Director of Defense 
Education in the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense, 1975-1977. 

Dr. Burman graduated from Wesleyan 
University (B.A., 1966), Harvard University 
(M.A., 1968), and the George Washington 
University (Ph.D., 1983). He was born 
August 30, 1944, in Bristol, CT. Dr. Burman 
is married, has one child, and resides in 
Arlington, VA. 


Remarks to Participants of the Prime 
Time To End Hunger Campaign 


October 25, 1989 


Polly, thank you very much. What we 
want to do is get out and hear you, so it 
works out just perfectly. And I’m just so 
pleased you’re here. Good afternoon and 
welcome to the White House. Polly re- 
ferred to it, but we’ve got these stars from 
some of the most popular shows on televi- 
sion: “thirtysomething,” “Roseanne,” “Head 
of the Class,” “Mr. Belvedere,” and “Knotts 
Landing.” And you represent a combined 
market share that any politician would 
envy. [Laughter] And there are plenty of 
top people from the networks here: Warren 
Littlefield, NBC; Philip Beuth, ABC; Peter 
Tortorici, CBS; George Bush, USA. [Laugh- 
ter] 

The serious fact is that, through your 
shows, all of you reach millions. And there 
is a lot of power in that. Think about the 
commercials that stick in our minds. The 
shows we watch every week and we'll 
never forget. And the way what happens on 
the screen can sometimes change our lives. 

One story—you may have heard it—about 
the hit show, “Happy Days.” The star of 
that show, the Fonz, was certainly not a 
fellow who led the life of the mind. But in 
one episode, in order to impress a potential 
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girlfriend, the Fonz hit on a way to culti- 
vate a more intellectual image. He took out 
a library card. There were quite a few Fonz 
watchers out there and the first few weeks 
after that show, there was a 500 percent 
increase in the number of young people 
taking out library cards across the country. 
And that is just one small manifestation of 
the power of TV. 

It’s time—prime time—to end hunger 
and drug abuse and homelessness, as Polly 
was talking about. And that’s why this new 
effort has such enormous potential. For the 
first time ever, NBC and CBS and ABC 
have joined forces. And you couldn’t have 
chosen a worthier project than a campaign 
promoting community service. This past 
summer when I announced my Points of 
Light community service initiative, I said 
that my aim was to make community serv- 
ice central to the life and work of every 
individual and every institution in America, 
from the largest corporations right down to 
the neighborhood softball team. 

Let me say today that network television 
is one institution that is really taking this 
challenge to heart. The days when TV and 
the movies glorified violence and drugs and 
crime are fading. And in place of these neg- 
ative images, we’re seeing a more positive 
message of caring, of compassion, and of 
hope. Prime Time to End Hunger is just 
the kind of media initiative that I’m talking 
about. Whether it’s hunger or one of the 
many other challenges that faces us today, 
you’re reaching out to help other people in 
need. And the first 3 weeks of December 
you're going to tackle some of our nation’s 
most serious problems: hunger, homeless- 
ness, illiteracy, drug abuse. And we all 
know television can do more than enter- 
tain; it can educate. And your programs can 
help shape the way each of us thinks about 
the least fortunate among us. 

Television provides a window into the 
homes of millions of Americans every single 
night. And all of you are part of this force 
that’s shaping—helping shape—a new gen- 
eration. From the comfort of our homes 
and the company of our families, your 
shows are going to make us think and think 
hard about people who are hungry, home- 
less, those without hope—and how we can 
help them. That’s a service to every com- 





Administration of George Bush, 1989 / Oct. 25 


munity across America, a service of the 
highest kind. And I know you’ve heard me 
say many times before that from now on in 
America any definition of a successful life 
must include serving others. Well, these 
shows can be catalysts to greater communi- 
ty involvement, shows that convince each 
person who is watching—everyone—that 
they’ve got what it takes to reach out and 
to help someone in need. I know this is one 
time we all hope that life will imitate art. 

Today, I want to thank you and everyone 
associated with your programs and the 
Prime Time to End Hunger Network. 
You’ve got a message that we’ve got to get 
out to all Americans. And I wish you the 
best, and I hope that every TV set in Amer- 
ica is tuned in to your shows those first 3 
weeks in December. Thank you for your 
outstanding commitment and God bless you 
all. Thank you very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:14 p.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Polly Draper of 
“thirtysomething”; Warren Littlefield, exec- 


utive vice president, prime time program- 
ming, NBC; Philip R. Beuth, vice president 
and executive producer, morning program- 
ming, ABC; and Peter Tortorici, vice presi- 
dent, planning and scheduling, CBS. 


Nomination of Frances D. Cook To Be 
United States Ambassador to Cameroon 
October 25, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Frances D. Cook to be 
Ambasssador Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States of America to the 
Republic of Cameroon. She would succeed 
Mark L. Edelman. 

Ms. Cook is a career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Minister- 
Counselor. Since 1987 she has served as Di- 
rector of the Office of West African Affairs 
at the Department of State. Prior to this, 
Ms. Cook served as the Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for the Bureau for Refugee Pro- 
grams at the Department of State, 1986- 
1987; as the Consul General for the United 
States Consulate General in Alexandria, 


Egypt, 1983-1986; and as Ambassador to 
the Republic of Burundi, 1980-1983. She 
was the Director of the Public Affairs Office 
at the Department of State, 1978-1980. 

Ms. Cook graduated from the University 
of Virginia (B.A., 1967) and Harvard Uni- 
versity (M.P.A., 1978). She was born Sep- 
tember 7, 1945, in Charleston, WV. Ms. 
Cook currently resides in Washington, DC. 


Proclamation 6056—National 
Arab-American Day, 1989 


October 25, 1989 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


For decades, Arab-Americans have made 
valuable contributions to virtually every 
aspect of American life: in science, medi- 
cine, education, business, culture and gov- 
ernment. The works of many talented Arab- 
American artists and writers grace our mu- 
seums and libraries throughout the United 
States. Since the first Arab immigrant came 
to these shores more than a century ago, 
men and women of Arab descent have 
shared with us the rich history and tradi- 
tions of Arab culture. 

With pride in their ethnic heritage and 
with great faith in the principles upon 
which this country was founded, Arab- 
Americans have added to the strength and 
diversity of American society. Arab-Ameri- 
cans occupy positions of leadership and re- 
sponsibility throughout our system of gov- 
ernment, setting a fine example of public 
service at the local, State, and national 
level. 

Arab-Americans have also enriched our 
Nation with the quiet power of strong fami- 
lies and close-knit communities. Many have 
come to the United States in search of the 
blessings of peace and freedom. They have 
quickly seized the opportunities life in this 
free and democratic country affords, yet 
they have not forgotten their ancestral 
homelands. They join all Americans in the 
desire to bring peace and security to that 
troubled region. Industrious and deter- 
mined, they have helped give us a more 
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profound understanding of the rights and 
responsibilities we have as citizens of a free 
and prosperous Nation. 

In recognition of the contributions of 
Arab-Americans, the Congress, by House 
Joint Resolution 241, has designated Octo- 
ber 25, 1989, as “National Arab-American 
Day” and has authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observ- 
ance of this day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim October 25, 1989, as Na- 
tional Arab-American Day. I call upon the 
people of the United States to observe this 
day with appropriate ceremonies and activi- 
ties. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fifth day of October, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and eighty-nine, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two 
hundred and fourteenth. 


George Bush 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:52 a.m., October 27, 1989} 


Note: This proclamation was not issued in 
the form of a White House press release. 


Interview with Foreign Journalists 
October 25, 1989 


War On Drugs in Colombia 


Q. Mr. President, you know that the 
problem in Colombia is the fighting of—this 
drug problem. And the newspapers in Co- 
lombia are very much in front of this thing. 

The President. Yes. 

Q. And we are fighting very strongly. We 
have been suffering a lot. But there is a 
concern in our country that in the United 
States there is not enough control and 
enough punishment on the consumption 
and distribution of the drugs. 

The President. Yes. 

Q. I personally had an experience just 2 
weeks ago. I was in New York. I was invited 
to the Waldorf Astoria for dinner. And the 
person who invited me came to the Grand 
Central and walked from the Grand Cen- 
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tral to the Waldorf Astoria, and in that short 
walk, four people offered him drugs. So, I 
say, Why does this happen? Is it in the 
United States that there is not enough con- 
trol and enough punishment, enough action 
in that way? So, what can you tell our read- 
ers about that? 

The President. Mr. Cano [Luis Gabriel 
Cano, El Spectador, Colombia], first, I 
strongly supported what President Barco 
[Colombia] said when he called attention of 
the world and certainly the United States to 
the consumption problem. We have no ar- 
gument with that. He is right. And what I 
am trying to do in our new antidrug strate- 
gy is to go after not only the criminals that 
sell drugs to your friend in those two blocks 
but the people that use it. We’re coupling 
with that an all-out education program that 
is not just government but private sector as 
well. 

And I might say that it isn’t just, regretta- 
bly, one country, the United States, that is a 
user. What concerns me and other leaders 
is that it’s going not only into some coun- 
tries in our own hemisphere, South Amer- 
ica, but all through Europe. And I asked the 
Soviets if they had a problem with it, and 
it’s everywhere. 

But I think when President Barco, my 
respected friend, pointed out, Look, you’ve 
got to do something about consumption, he 
was right. And I’ve used that in speaking to 
leadership groups in this room and in others 
to try to encourage support for our antinar- 
cotics program, which still does have strong 
support in our country, and for the legisla- 
tion we need—getting tougher on the 
people that sell it—and for the education, of 
educating against being a user. 


Argentine Economic Reforms 


Q. Mr. President, Argentina is trying to 
restructure its highly inefficient economy. 
And that implies some degree of social ten- 
sions. And President Menem was here re- 
cently to explain some of these goals. What 
was your perception of these goals and 
these problems? And what do you think the 
U.S. can do to assist or help a country like 
Argentina dealing with these economic and 
social problems? 

The President. In the first place, I was 
most impressed with President Menem not 
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just here when he came to visit but at the 
United Nations when we sat together and 
had a chance to have a quick meeting. I 
think there’s been a universal respect for 
what he’s tried to do. He came out of one 
political background, and he has broadened 
the appeal not just to have support in the 
Argentine but in the United States as well. 

I told him we want to work with him on 

the debt problem. I realize it isn’t easy be- 
cause Argentina does have a very large 
debt. But the elements of the Brady plan 
are there, and they can be very helpful to 
him. We want to encourage and be helpful 
in privatization. And I think there’s ways 
that we can encourage investment in Ar- 
gentina, given these political reforms. So, 
it’s across the board. It isn’t just one pro- 
gram. 
But the thing that’s impressed me is the 
toughness of the man and his willingness to 
make the tough decisions on getting his 
economic house in order and, indeed, what 
he’s doing on the political front. 

So, I think you'll see a whole new rela- 
tionship between Argentina and the United 
States. This is on my mind because the Ar- 
gentinian Ambassador [Guido Di Tella] pre- 
sented his credentials yesterday, and well, 
he really said just about what I’m saying 
here in terms of the feeling in Argentina 
about the United States. And I want to en- 
courage as many of our top people to go 
there as possible; work closely with the fi- 
nance people, the environment people, the 
military, whatever it is. So, we have a new 
era bilaterally; and I think, universally, 
there is a respect for what he’s trying to do. 


Chilean Democratization 


Q. Mr. President, in countries returning 
to democracy, like Chile and so many 
others, what is the importance of the fol- 
lowing three threats: first is subversion; 
second, the tensions in the military suspect- 
ed of violation of human rights; and third, 
the economy and the foreign debt? 

The President. Just to comment on each 
of those? 

Q. Yes. 

The President. Subversion—nobody is in- 
terested in doing anything other than to 
help stop possible subversion. Because as 
Chile moves towards its elections within the 
next few weeks, this is a very significant 


development; and it is one that, in my view, 
can result—speaking as President of the 
United States—in better relations with our 
country. 

On the military violations, this obviously 
is a matter where the people of Chile and 
the Government and everybody else has to 
respond. There’s not much we can do about 
it. But I do not want to see in any country a 
military subvert the will of the people when 
democracy is on the move in this hemi- 
sphere. A general answer to a specific ques- 
tion. 

And then the third one was what? 

Q. The foreign debt and the economy. 

The President. Foreign debt? Well, of 
course, Chile has been out in front of other 
countries in managing its economy, in spite 
of its difficulties in some areas. We talked 
about the politics, the political problem. But 
Chile, because of its—I wouldn’t say eco- 
nomic miracle, but they have done far 
better. And the elements of support from 
the international institutions—and again, 
on the Third World debt or their debt prob- 
lems—are in place pretty much in Chile. 
So, I’m somewhat optimistic about their 
being about to cope financially, at least as 
we see it from the United States. I think 
people see that Chile has done very well, 
relatively speaking. 


Soviet Arms Shipments to Nicaragua 


Q. Mr. President, in spite of superpower 
negotiations on regional issues, Soviet-bloc 
arms continue to pour into Nicaragua. From 
January Ist to September 30th of the cur- 
rent year, there were 55 shipments, valued 
at over $400 million—State Department fig- 
ures. What does your government plan to 
do about this? And do you plan to bring this 
up at the coming summit in San José? 

The President. Yll bring it up every 
chance I get. And what we’re trying to do is 
educate our friends in Europe and people 
who strongly support democracy all over 
the world that this is happening. I think 
people don’t believe it. And it’s true. 

Secondly, we will continue to work with 
the Soviet Union. We had a little argu- 
ment—not argument, but they felt we had 
challenged their word on this whole ques- 
tion, as you remember, not so many weeks 
ago. And we weren’t doing that. We were 
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pointing out the totality of the shipments, 
which are in the range that you’ve just out- 
lined here. 

So, we will make clear every chance we 
get to the Soviets that that is not in their 
interests, and certainly we view it against 
the security interests of the United States. 
And we view it against the tide in terms of 
democracy. Why should that military 
clique, who at one point were espousing 
their own Marxist beliefs, deny, through 
having a military force far bigger than is 
required and bigger than any of its neigh- 
bors, the will of the people? 

So, it’s a combination of these things. And 
I will be pleased to discuss it in Costa Rica; 
in Washington, DC; or anyplace else. And I 
think there’s a little more understanding 
now in our country about it, but not as 
much as there should be, see, because the 
regime keeps denying this, you see. 


Nicaraguan Contras’ Repatriation 


Q. Mr. President, according to the Tela 
accords, which were signed recently by the 
five Central American Presidents, the Nica- 
raguan resistance must be demobilized and 
voluntarily repatriated by December 8th. 
With the economy of my country in terrible 
shape, Honduras is insisting that the resist- 
ance leave its territory by this date, Decem- 
ber 8th. If the resistance does not want to 
return voluntarily to Nicaragua, for what- 
ever reason, will the United States take 
them? And will you take this up with Presi- 
dent Azcona when you meet with him in 
San José on Friday? 

The President. There were two conditions 
under Tela: one was voluntary repatriation, 
and I think the other was to democratic 
conditions, or something of that nature. 
And so, those two are the sine qua nons of 
demobilization, it seems to me. And so, I 
can sympathize; and, yes, I'll be glad to 
discuss it further with President Azcona. I 
understand it does cause some differences. 
But I do not want to push for anything 
other than voluntary and then demobiliza- 
tion into democratic conditions. 

So, I think the major objective here 
should be to see that these elections are 
free and fair and that opposition—and, yes, 
we'll help with repatriation on those condi- 
tions, absolutely. We will help. But I must 
insist that all of us in this hemisphere—and 
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I will try to insist on this—do what we can 
to be sure that these elections coming up in 
Nicaragua are free and fair and that the 
opposition has a chance to take its case to 
the people. And I’m not just talking about 3 
minutes on television at midnight. I think 
there’s got to be a very fair presentation of 
the opposition case. 

So, I don’t want to sound insensitive to 
what’s happened, to the burden on Hondu- 
ras. I am sensitive to it and am perfectly 
prepared to discuss it further with Presi- 
dent Azcona. We discussed it when he was 
up here. But we’re getting close now in 
terms of time, and these elections are the 
key to a lot of things. 


War on Drugs in Mexico 


Q. Thank you, Mr. President. There have 
been reports of the United States concen- 
trating troops along the Mexican border for 
drug interdiction matters. A, can you con- 
firm that for us? And, B, given the nature of 
our border and the fact that Mexico uses a 
substantial part of its own army for the 
same purposes, would you like to see an 
operation on the border constrained to the 
border of Mexico and the United States de- 
signed to break up drug traffic and arms 
traffic coming from the United States into 
Mexico? 

The President. I'd like to see the utmost 
cooperation between the military. I’m not 
sure that I’m prepared to endorse a joint 
force, and I’m not sure Mexico—President 
Salinas—would want that. But I should tell 
you, we have reached a new level of coop- 
eration because of the courage of the new 
President of Mexico. And in terms of our 
interdiction, what you may be thinking of is 
not a deployment of U.S. troops but using 
the National Guard in some areas on exer- 
cises to try to stop drugs from coming in. 

The more cooperation we have with 
Mexico along the lines you’re talking about 
to interdict—whether it’s illegal arms going 
one way or illegal drugs coming another— 
to have that border policed and peaceful, 
the better it is. But I am very encouraged 
by the cooperation we’re getting all up and 
down the line from the Salinas administra- 
tion, and I hope they’re encouraged, be- 
cause this is indeed a two-way street. 
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And as one who feels very close to 
Mexico—as you know, my grandchildren 
are half Mexican—and this one is one that’s 
real close to my heart. And I don’t want to 
propose anything, nor will I support any- 
thing that looks like an abuse of U.S. power. 
The way to do it is to work cooperatively 
with the Salinas regime and the officials in 
the military, policia, whatever it is, to ac- 
complish the ends that both countries want. 
So, we will try. And I’m not suggesting we 
don’t have border problems. We do; Mexico 
does with us. But the level of cooperation 
has really stepped up. And our visit with 
the President here—I think the more my 
high officialkmmy Cabinet people that saw 
him, the more impressed they were. 


War on Drugs in Peru 


Q. Mr. President, in Peru, we have two 
extremely serious problems: the economic 
crisis and the terrorist subversion. They 
limit and complicate any effective action 
which may be taken with regard to the 
drug traffic. In this respect, what will be 
the principal proposal of cooperation of 
your government in our joint battle against 
the drug scourge? 

The President. Well, we have made some 
proposals on antinarcotics that affect Peru 
and affect Bolivia. But I think the way to 
answer that question is to say I enthusiasti- 
cally look forward to participation in this so- 
called Andean drug summit, and we’re 
going to be trying to set the—along with— 
as invitees and invitors. We said earlier we 
thought this was a good idea. Now we’ve 
had official invitation from Bolivia and Co- 
lombia and Peru. And I think to really de- 
finitively answer your question we’ve got to 
have that meeting because I don’t want 
them to be making proposals that just go 
counter to the culture in Peru. And I want 
them to understand, though, how strongly 
we feel about it and how prepared we are 
to help them. 

So, we’ve made some proposals, and as 
you know, we’ve helped in the past, princi- 
pally, in Bolivia on helicopters and spraying. 
But I don’t want to go further than that 
now until we have this summit. There’s no 
point in having it if we have our minds 
already made up. I’ve got to hear from 
them. We’ve got to have a hemispheric 
answer, not just a U.S. proposal on it. 


Hemispheric Oil Trade 

Q. Mr. President, ex-Secretary Schlesin- 
ger, writing in the Washington Post this 
morning, pointed to the increasing con- 
sumption of oil by the U.S. and the increas- 
ing dependency, as a result, on the Gulf 
region. Now, I know that, as a former 
oilman, you must be aware of the very large 
reserves in the hemisphere of heavy oil. 
What would be your ideas regarding the 
possibility of a hemispheric preference ar- 
rangement to decrease your dependency on 
the GulfP 

The President. 1 would be very wary of 
interjecting myself, our government, into 
the market. I’d be concerned about that. I 
can see the security argument that some 
might make, and it’s valid. You have 
Mexico. You have the enormous resources 
in Lake Maracaibo in Venezuela. Colombia 
has some production. And you can make a 
case that there’s more for the security inter- 
est of the United States in giving prefer- 
ence. My problem with it is it distorts the 
market and it artificially could raise the 
price to the American consumer or you 
could start regional conflict—not military 
but economic conflict between the produc- 
ing countries. 

And Saudi Arabia and, to some degree, 
Kuwait and Iran dominate the international 
oil market. And if we move to preferences, 
if we move to regional compacts of this 
nature, I think you could set off a price war 
that would damage the economy not just of 
the—of every producing country. And that 
would work opposite of increasing prices 
here, but it would not be good for the 
economies that need to optimize their reve- 
nue from oil and gas. And I’m talking about 
Mexico, and I’m certainly talking about 
Venezuela. 

But I share Jim’s—I didn’t see this article, 
but I share his concern about my country 
becoming ever increasing [dependent] on 
foreign sources. And that’s why I’ve tasked 
Jim Watkins, our able Secretary of Energy, 
to come up with a national energy policy. 
And it won’t just be hydrocarbons. It will be 
more use of domestic—of gas, I’m sure. It 
will be a vital industry in oil, but it will be 
alternate sources as well. We are not going 
to back away from nuclear power in this 
country. 





Oct. 26 / Administration of George Bush, 1989 


Alternative Employment for Drug 
Producers 


Q. Mr. President, in Peru and my coun- 
try, Bolivia, there are thousands of people 
working in the coca leaf fields because they 
don’t have any other source of income. 
Unless there is a serious commitment from 
rich countries to hel to create jobs, 
through investments, for instance, the 
narco-traffic problem probably won't 
change. Mr. President, do you think that 
the United States Government would con- 
sider the possibility to initiate and encour- 
age investments in those countries to try to 
change the entire situation for every 

The President. Julio [Julio Cesar Duran, 
El Diario, Bolivia], we certainly consider 
that. Again, that’s a subject that I want to 
discuss with your new and, I’d say, very 
impressive President. Again, I had a good 
meeting with him. And I don’t want to pre- 
judge this so-called Andean drug summit, 
but we recognize that many of these small 
peasant farmers are dependent on coca 
crops. I also recognize that the business has 
gotten pretty good for them, better than it 
used to be because more people, especially 
in my country, are using the damn stuff. So, 
we don’t want to do—I’m not sure it’s just 
supply and demand that’s working there. 

But we’ve got to be openminded about 
alternative cropping. We’ve certainly got to 
be openminded about trying to get business 
opportunities that would take some of these 
farmers and get them involved in some- 
thing other than producing coca. So, I’m 
openminded, but again, I don’t want to pre- 
judge the summit. 


Brazil-U.S. Relations 


Q. Mr. President, as you know, we will 
have Presidential elections in Brazil in 3 
weeks. And the U.S.-Brazil relations have 
become a major issue in the political cam- 
paign. What I would like to know is your 
expectations regarding this election and 
what the new President, that will be elect- 
ed by the people for the first time in almost 
30 years, could expect from the U.S.? 

The President. Let me answer your ques- 
tion, but let me ask for clarification. How 
has the U.S. become an issue in the elec- 
tion? Just so I can respond. 

Q. These recent trade disputes and envi- 
ronment and so on. 


1606 


The President. Okay. Well, first, this is an 
enormous country. And the heartbeat is de- 
mocracy, I’m convinced of that. That hasn’t 
always been the history. I think that’s the 
heartbeat in Brazil. So, the United States 
should stand ready, as we have with Argen- 
tina, to see what comes out of the election; 
clearly, not be involved in the election. And 
then stand ready with a friendly country— 
and I think we do have friendly relations 
with Brazil—to iron out what has cropped 
up as difficulties, be it in trade or some- 
thing else. And so, I would just say, Look, 
you’ve got a new regime. What do you 
stand for? What kind of relations do you 
want with the United States? And we’re 
ready—we are ready to deal with you. And 
Brazil faces horrendous debt problems, too. 

One area that’s been a little contentious 
has to do with the forests and with the envi- 
ronmental implications of that on global 
warming. And at first, I think there was a 
disconnect between Brazil and the United 
States. But now I don’t think we’re very far 
apart. We had a good talk with President 
Sarney in New York about this. And I think 
when we were talking about environmental 
set-asides he thought I was talking about 
intervention into the sovereignty, or dimin- 
ishing the sovereignty, of Brazil. And heav- 
en’s sakes, we’re not interested in that. We 
are interested in this concept of global 
warming and in working with Brazil in a 
constructive way. 

So, I think we’ve ironed out what might 
have been major misunderstandings. With- 
out knowing who wins the election and 
what that person stands for, I’d have to wait 
and see. I would simply go back to Argenti- 
na, when some were predicting, I think we 
would all recognize, great difficulties if 
President Menem won the election. We had 
a lot of sophisticated guys telling me, Hey, 
this would be not good for me, for the 
United States, for our country. It turns out 
to be just the opposite. So, we can’t pre- 
judge. We’ve all been through campaigns. 
We've listened to campaign rhetoric. Es- 
poused a little myself from time to time. 
But look at the facts. Look at where we’re 
going. And we want to do that with Brazil, 
and we will. 
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War on Drugs in Colombia 


Q. Mr. President, the drug fighting—it’s a 
matter of survival in Colombia and a way to 
defend our democracy. The Colombian 
Government established a reward of 100 
million pesos to the person that provides 
any information in order to catch the big 
drug traffickers. However, they move to 
other countries, and the action has not been 
effective yet. We feel like if they are caught 
the drug problem is going to fall down a lot. 
Has the United States Government, through 
any international organization, considered 
the possibility of setting up a better and 
more attractive reward? 

The President. 1 hadn’t thought about the 
reward possibility. Maybe our Department 
of Justice has. So, I should hedge a little bit 
on that. 

Bob [Robert Gates, Deputy Assistant to 
the President for National Security Affairs], 
do you know? 

Mr. Gates. No, sir. ’'d be glad to—— 

The President. What we have done is set 
up—or are in the process of setting up 
much more cooperation with others in 
terms of the problem itself. In the first 
place, we have, I want to repeat, a great 
respect for what President Barco is doing 
against a lot of tough forces and against— 
good God, here you guys are in the newspa- 
per business, and just for printing the truth 
and standing up against this, you’ve been 
firebombed and had great difficulty. So, we 
can identify with that. So, I think it’s going 
to be—everyone knows our stance on extra- 
dition, and I understand it’s not a particu- 
larly popular stance in some areas in Co- 
lombia. But the administration, President 
Barco, has been very good about that. 

Whether the reward—I know we have 
some rewards, but whether it applies to this 
or not, I'd have to get you an answer. 
Marlin [Marlin Fitzwater, Press Secretary to 
the President] if you would—I’m embar- 
rassed to say I don’t know the specific fig- 
ures and there isn’t, on my desk, a proposal 
to increase the rewards. If there was some 
feeling on the part of President Barco, on 
other leaders in the hemisphere, that this 
would be useful, I can guarantee you I 
would give it fast consideration, because we 
have got to show that we’re doing what we 
can against consumption—your point—and 


that we want to cooperate in every way 
possible to bring these people to justice. 

Q. Mr. President, the drug cartel has sent 
various messages to the Colombian Govern- 
ment and to the Colombian Congress seek- 
ing some sort of dialog to end the war. In 
their last message 2 days ago, they even 
proposed that this subject should be put to 
a referendum. They have specifically of- 
fered to dismantle all their operations, to 
retire completely from the business, and to 
eliminate drug trafficking from Colombia. 
What would be your reaction if the Colom- 
bian Government would eventually agree 
to this dialog? 

The President. 1 would let the Colombi- 
ans make their determination on how they 
want to treat problems in their own coun- 
try. But I would be very wary of taking the 
word of an indicted drug dealer. I would be 
extraordinarily worried about that because I 
don’t think they keep their word. I think 
these are people that—the background on 
some of them, you know—well, were 
common criminals until they got into the 
lucrative business of poisoning the kids not 
just in the United States but in Colombia as 
well and every other country as well. So, 
I’m not sure the Colombian officials need 
free advice from me, but I would be very 
wary about that negotiation. And I think 
that the Government of Colombia has been 
very wary about that kind of negotiation 
because they know the kind of people 
they’re dealing with. 

Q. Mr. President, Colombia’s war on 
drugs can only be sustained if the country’s 
economy is strengthened. Eighty-seven mil- 
lion dollars, which was given to our country 
basically in military equipment, is a wel- 
come aid. We were very grateful for your 
help. But we feel that in order to maintain 
the proper political attitude of the Colombi- 
an people towards drugs much more for the 
country’s economy is needed. Could you 
consider—and perhaps the meeting at the 
Andean summit might be the place to give, 
eventually, discussion to this—would you be 
able to consider a type of Marshall plan for 
countries such as Colombia that are decid- 
edly and deeply involved in the war on 
drugs? 

The President. Well, again, I would be 
willing to consider anything. And I hate to 
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cry poor mouth. We are living under con- 
straints on the economic side that I wish we 
weren't living under. But we did discuss 
with the President of Colombia the egre- 
gious effect that the coffee agreement has 
had on the overall economy and, thus, the 
resources available to help fight narcotics. 
So, we told him, Look, we’re going to try to 
help reinstate this agreement. It is not a 
popular thing in this country because 
people think, Hey, I’m going to have to pay 
more for a cup of coffee. But we ought to 
go the extra mile here in trying to help 
Colombia. And so, it’s with that in mind, on 
that one facet of the problem I think we 
can try to help. 

But, look, if there’s some bold plan that 
can come out of this summit that will help 
in the areas that produce it, and then Co- 
lombia, which has both production and has 
become this factory, really, for these 
people, we should be openminded about it 
and go the extra mile to try to help on the 
economic. Because I do see the connection. 
We don’t just say, Look, you do something 
about these drugs—crime, criminals, explo- 
sions, arms—and then forget the economy. 


We're not going to do that. But I’ve got to 
stop a little short until I know what the 
view of these leaders will be when we get 
there. 


President Ortega of Nicaragua 

Q. The celebration of the 100 years of 
Costa Rican democracy will make you coin- 
cide in our country with Nicaragua’s Presi- 
dent Daniel Ortega. 

The President. I've thought about that. 
[Laughter] 

Q. Is there a possibility that you will be 
meeting—or would you be willing to meet 
President Ortega in Costa Rica, and what 
ary would you be willing to discuss with 

The President. No. We're there as guests 
of President Arias. And there’s no meeting 
planned. Certainly there will be interaction. 
This is a multilateral approach, coming 
there to salute democracy. I find it some- 
what ironic that Mr. Ortega is there to 
salute democracy, but nevertheless, so be it. 
That’s good. 

We want to have a tribute to 100 years of 
Costa Rican democracy, and what we don’t 
want to do is inject a lot of regional tensions 
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into their meeting. But I’m going to be 
polite, charming—{/aughter|—and if I had 
an encounter, it would be very firm be- 
cause I don’t see why that one Sandinista 
regime is swimming against the tide, as 
Chairman Mao used to say. Why not? The 
aspirations in our hemisphere, in all these 
countries, is for democracy. And you see it 
happening all the time. Just heard about it 
around this table by your very questions. 
And Marx’s star is fading not just in this 
hemisphere but look at Eastern Europe, 
look around the whole world. And human 
rights are rising up, and pluralism is coming 
on. 

So, let the Nicaraguan people speak to 
this question. They don’t need George Bush 
telling them how to do it. Let them speak 
to it, and be sure that the opposition has 
every opportunity to take their case to the 
people of Nicaragua. But it’s not going to 
help to have me go through this once again 
with Mr. Ortega. I had a chance to do that 
in Brazil. He knows how I feel about it. And 
everybody knows we have a tense relation- 
ship. So, I don’t want to act like we're 
waltzing around there in great harmony, 
because we’re not. And there are so many 
ways that they can prove that they want to 
join the family of nations in this hemi- 
sphere. Stay with it, and stop subverting El 
Salvador in the process would be a good 
way to begin. We stopped a major shipment 
of arms—interdicted the other day going 
into El Salvador. 

So, I have no agenda with Mr. Ortega. 
And as he takes a step that might lead to 
democracy, great, I’m for that. But we’re 
not going to solve any problems there in 
Costa Rica. I’m there as the guest of the 
country, guest of President Arias. I wish Mr. 
Ortega had been there when Arias was 
sworn in, and I'll tell you why. I realize that 
the United States has varying degrees of 
problems in our own hemisphere for a lot 
of historic reasons. Maybe you were there 
this day I’m talking about. I represented 
the United States as Vice President. You 
had 30,000 people in a stadium in the cap- 
ital. Remember that day? 

Q. The National Stadium. 

The President. The National Stadium, ex- 
actly. And what you did was to go in there, 
everybody lined up behind their flag. And 
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I’m saying to myself, I don’t know what 
kind of reception I’m going to get—the U.S. 
Stars and Stripes and the Vice President of 
the United States. I know we’ve got good 
relations with Costa Rica, but a lot of other 
countries represented. I swear to God, to 
the day I die I'll never forget the reception 
for my country—it wasn’t me. They didn’t 
know who the hell I was. But marching in 
behind the Stars and Stripes with our little 
delegation, and people were cheering, and 
it was democracy. It overlooked any kind of 
regional differences. And it was so moving 
and touching. And when the Nicaraguan 
representative walked in there, they were 
whistling and giving it the old cheer that 
you give when some guy gives you a bad 
call in a soccer game. 

And it said something. I’m standing, lis- 
tening very carefully to this. What are the 
people trying to say? And it’s not “we love 
you, North Americanos” or anything like 
this. It was democracy. And it made a pro- 
found impression on me. And I don’t think 
there’s going to be an occasion for that kind 
of thing. But if Mr. Ortega had been there 
instead of his representative, Vice President 
Ramirez, he would have heard this, and he 
would have sensed it. He would have un- 
derstood what the Costa Ricans were talk- 
ing about when they had this peaceful tran- 
sition—yet again the will of the people 
being exercised. 

Sorry to end with a lecture, but it’s a 
good ending point because we’re not going 
down there to have some battle with Mr. 
Ortega. I'm not uptight about his being 
there. But I’m there to celebrate the Costa 
Rican democracy, 100 years of it, and to 
join other democratically elected Presidents 
in saluting the democracy of this country. 
And recognizing that it hasn’t been easy for 
Argentina or Brazil or some countries to 
come out of a different kind of a past, even 
though the people probably never lost their 
confidence in democracy. Chile is a good 
example. 

And so, that’s what we’re going there for. 
And I just hope that it doesn’t get cluttered 
up by the photographers that work for you 
guys wanting to see a picture of me and 
Ortega together. That has nothing to do 
with democracy in Costa Rica. Nothing. 
Thank you guys very much, all of you. 


General Noriega of Panama 


Q. Mr. President, on Mr. Noriega—we 
each asked our question. Will you answer 
one question on Noriega? 

The President. Yes, be delighted to. He 
isn’t my favorite character, but what is it? 
[Laughter] 

Q. You’ve been criticized in this coun- 
try—politically and some of the media—for 
the way you reacted in the coup in Panama. 

The President. Yes. 

Q. You said that you acted according to 
what you felt. 

The President. I wasn’t criticized by any 
of the Presidents of the countries around 
this table, I noticed—not one. 

Q. Right. But some of the media in this 
country and some in Congress—— 

The President. We’ve got a lot of hawks 
out here; we’ve got a lot of macho guys out 
there that want me to send somebody else’s 
kid into battle. And what I will do is pru- 
dently assess the situation at the time, and 
I’ve seen nothing in terms of intelligence or 
fact coming in later that would make me 
have done something differently. And that 
doesn’t mean that under some provocation 
or some denial of our rights as the United 
States of America, that I’d be afraid to use 
force. But for these instant hawks up there 
to—those doves that now become instant 
hawks on Capitol Hill, they don’t bother me 
one bit because the American people sup- 
ported me by over two to one, and I think I 
sent a strong signal to the countries repre- 
sented around this table that we are not 
going to imprudently use the force of the 
United States. 

If somebody lays a glove on an American 
citizen there in the Canal Zone or where 
we have certain treaty rights, then we’ve 
got a different story. 

Q. Will you participate in the next upris- 
ing? 

The President. And this man must be 
brought to justice. This man is an indicted 
drug dealer. And I haven’t changed—you 
know, one of the hits they gave me is I said 
that we have no argument with the Pana- 
manian Defense Forces. We don’t. And 
some of our more sophisticated columnists, 
perhaps who you are referring to, say the 
minute the President says this, this implies 
that he’s going to use U.S. force. Ridiculous. 
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I’m not going to do that. But it doesn’t 
imply I’m not going to use force. Look at 
the situation. 

So, I’m not going to say what I’m going to 
do—force or no force. But there’s no implic- 
it guarantee that when some guy jumps up 
and causes a coup, that the United States is 
going to send in the SOUTHCOM [South- 
ern Command] forces. So, we took a few 
hits on it, but not too much. I think it’s 
come out reasonably well. But when I had 
the Prime Minister of Spain [Felipe Gonza- 
lez] here the other day, he understood it. 
And it’s very important to me, I think, as it 
relates to this hemisphere that we all love 
so much, too. 

But this man has to go. And I'll tell you 
what: The minute Noriega gets out of there, 
the minute he’s gone—unless replaced by a 
tyrant, so I reserve that—but the minute 
he’s gone, we have instantly improved rela- 
tions with Panama. We have good relations 
with the people of Panama. And I'll be 
darned if we should sit here, as countries 
that respect democracy, and let this man 
beat up the Vice President, Guillermo Ford, 
beat the hell out of him and bleed him out 


there, to avert democracy. We’re talking 


about the trend for democracy. And 
Panama is entitled to it. And it can’t be 
superimposed by the United States, but 
they spoke in a free and fair election, and 
they are entitled to it. And I’m going to do 
everything I can from up here. I’m working 
with our colleagues in the hemisphere, Ven- 
ezuelan President [Carlos Andres Perez] 
and others, to try to see that the will of the 
people is respected. 

And Noriega is the fly in the ointment. 
Many of those Panamanian Defense Force 
officers were trained in the United States. 
They’re not hostile to us, and we darn-sure 
aren’t hostile to them. But we are hostile to 
a man who aborts democracy and gets tied 
up in this international narcotics business. 

Q. Will you accept a man named by Nor- 
iega as head of the Panama Canal Compa- 
ny, sir? 

The President. What’s his name? If he’s 
named by Noriega—— 

Q. Will you support—— 

The President. —that will give the poor 
guy—if he’s supported—— 

Q. He’s already named him. I don’t know 
his name. 
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The President. Well, I don’t know who it 
is, either. But I'll tell you, he doesn’t have 
much chance of getting through the Senate. 
In our system, you’ve got to go up to the 
Hill to get something confirmed. And if he 
goes up under the mantle of Mr. Noriega, 
he’d get two chances—slim and none. 
Those are the chances. 

Q. Will you support it, Mr. President—the 
next uprising? Will you support it? 

The President. 1 can’t say that. How do I 
know what it is? I want to see Noriega out, 
democracy in. And I would give support to 
something like that. But you can’t give a 
carte blanche. You’ve got to know what the 
facts are. And that’s why I did what I did in 
this last thing—or didn’t do what some 
would have me do. The facts were quite 
different than some of the perceptions. 
Thank you all very much. 


Note: The interview began at 11:38 a.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. A 
tape was not available for verification of 
the content of the interview, and this tran- 
script was released by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on October 26. 


Proclamation 6055—Country Music 
Month, 1989 


October 25, 1989 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


With its origins in the folk songs of immi- 
grants and workers, country music boasts a 
rich heritage as well as a wide audience. 
During Country Music Month, as we cele- 
brate this uniquely American art form and 
salute the musicians and audiences who 
give it life, we recall a proud portion of our 
history and culture. 

Over the years, country music has given 
eloquent expression to the American spirit. 
In its simple strains, we hear the voices of a 
people united by their faith, their love of 
freedom, and their appreciation for honesty 
and hard work. Yet, as varied as each of the 
men and women who compose it, country 
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music also captures our Nation’s ethnic and 
cultural diversity. 

Today, country music is thriving not only 
in the United States, but around the world 
as well. Its popularity is a tribute to the 
generations of Americans who have graced 
it with their talent and vision. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 
401, has designated October 1989 as “Coun- 
try Music Month” and has authorized and 
requested the President to issue a procla- 
mation in observance of this month. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim October 1989 as Country 
Music Month. I call on all the people of the 
United States to observe the month with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fifth day of October, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and eighty-nine, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two 
hundred and fourteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:19 p.m., October 26, 1989] 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on October 26. 


Remarks at a Ceremony Conferring 
Most Favored Nation Trade Status on 
Hungary 

October 26, 1989 


Thank you. Please be seated. On this 
beautiful day at the White House, welcome. 
Secretary Baker and Secretary Mosbacher, 
Carla Hills, our able U.S. Trade Representa- 
tive. I see our Secretary Derwinski and 
Watkins, Bill Reilly, Bruce Gelb. Mr. Teller, 
it’s a delight to see you here, sir. And the 
distinguished members of the United States 
Congress who are with us, welcome all. I 
see the Chairman of our Foreign Relations 
Committee, Senator Claiborne Pell, here, 
and Bill Broomfield—all of you, welcome. 

It was my privilege to return to Hungary 
last summer and become the first American 
President to visit a nation that is so much a 


part of Europe and so much a part of Amer- 
ica. I had a chance to discuss this just 
Monday when the new Ambassador came 
to the White House to present his creden- 
tials. And I welcome you, sir, and am just 
delighted you’re here representing your 
country. 

At Karl Marx University, before the very 
statue of Marx himself, I met students, 
teachers, and entrepreneurs who are 
making a bold break with the past. And in 
their bright faces I saw a burning idealism 
and a determination to escape the dead 
hand of ideology forever. And I pledged my 
strong support to this process of democratic 
change in Hungary. I said I would ask Con- 
gress to authorize $25 million and to estab- 
lish a Hungarian-American enterprise fund, 
$5 million to open an environmental center 
for central and eastern Europe in Budapest, 
and another $6 million for a wide range of 
cultural and exchange programs. I submit- 
ted these proposals to Congress in early 
September. We’re working vigorously to 
ensure congressional action to make an 
American investment in Hungary’s future. 
And I also promise to stimulate American 
business investment in Hungary by extend- 
ing the business insurance of the Overseas 
Private Investment Corporation to Hunga- 
ry. 
Ambassador Fred Zeder, the President 
and the CEO of OPIC, led a delegation to 
Hungary just 2 weeks ago to plan for oper- 
ations to begin once the corporation re- 
ceives the enabling legislation from the 
Senate. And last month, Secretary Bob Mos- 
bacher led a major governmental and pri- 
vate investment mission to Hungary, en- 
couraging steps toward new ventures. 

Hungary’s already starting to enjoy tangi- 
ble results of our commitment to support 
reform. Just in September, an American 
corporation purchased 100 percent of a 
Hungarian trading firm, the first such total 
acquisition in Eastern European history. 
And this is just one example of many new 
American ventures within Hungary. I also 
said that the Peace Corps will make its first 
European mission to Hungary to teach Eng- 
lish in every county of that nation. Peace 
Corps Director Paul Coverdell recently led 
a delegation to Hungary to plan this mis- 
sion. 
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Bill Reilly, the EPA [Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency] Director, and Bruce Gelb, 
next to him, our USIA [United States Infor- 
mation Agency] Director, have also led mis- 
sions to Hungary to develop and implement 
our environmental and cultural exchange 
programs. 

In Budapest, I also said that as soon as the 
Hungarian Parliament passed emigration 
legislation then under consideration that I 
would notify our Congress that Hungary 
meets all the emigration criteria under U.S. 
law. That would qualify Hungary for most 
favored nation treatment. And I am pleased 
to say that on September 26th Hungary ful- 
filled its part of the bargain. And I’m here 
today to fulfill our part of the bargain. 

Before me are three documents: one ad- 
vising the Secretary of State that I’ve deter- 
mined that Hungary meets our emigration 
criteria, the others informs each of the 
Houses of Congress. And with my signature, 
these documents will grant Hungary the 
most liberal trade treatment possible under 
U.S. law, making it the first country subject 
to the Jackson-Vanik amendment ever to be 
granted a waiver from annual reviews of its 
emigration practices. But you see, we feel 
that today’s action represents something far 
greater than a mere trade agreement. It 
signals the recognition that a quiet revolu- 
tion is taking place in thousands of shops, 
farms, and factories. It signals the rebirth of 
Hungary as an entrepreneurial nation. 

Our measure will, of course, grant these 
new Hungarian entrepreneurs access to the 
largest single market in the world. But the 
peoples of America and Hungary are ex- 
changing more than blue jeans and fine 
wines. We’re exchanging ideas and ideals 
that can only be the shared province of free 
peoples. The documents I’m about to sign 
refer to the Republic of Hungary. Just 3 
days ago, on the anniversary of the 1956 
revolution, Hungary scrapped the title, 
“People’s Republic,” that symbol of the 
one-party system imposed on Hungary after 
World War II. And it is this new Hungarian 
Republic that has adopted a bill of rights 
inspired by our own Constitution to guaran- 
tee freedom of the press, assembly, and reli- 
gion. And Americans watch these acts of 
national courage with wonder, admiration, 
and something more: a willingness to help. 
So, we’re not passive observers. We are 
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active supporters of reform. Let no one 
doubt our commitment to freedom’s success 
in Eastern Europe. For we know that we 
are privileged to participate in a very spe- 
cial moment in human history: We’re wit- 
nessing an unprecedented transformation of 
Communist nations into pluralistic democ- 
racies with market economies. 

In Budapest, Radio Free Europe is broad- 
casting from its first bureau in Eastern 
Europe. It’s a remarkable thing. And in 
Warsaw, a dissident who once languished in 
prison now presides over their Parliament. 
Incredible. In East Germany, hundreds of 
thousands of courageous men and women 
march arm in arm through the streets of 
Leipzig to make a peaceful stand for free- 
dom. Inspiring. It is in these amazing scenes 
that we see a portrait of the indomitable 
spirit of man. Throughout Eastern Europe 
and in the Soviet Union itself we see evi- 
dence of the ascendancy of freedom. We 
see signs of a new Europe which no one 
need fear, a Europe whole and free. And as 
we witness this historic tide of freedom, 
riding at the crest is one nation, the people 
of the Republic of Hungary. And to them I 
say: We admire you, we support you, and 
we welcome you as friends of freedom. 

Thank you. And now it is my pleasure to 
sign those historic documents granting Hun- 
gary continued most favored nation treat- 
ment. 


Note: The President spoke at 10 a.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Secretary of State 
James A. Baker Ill, Secretary of Commerce 
Robert A. Mosbacher, Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs Edward J. Derwinski, Secretary of 
Energy James D. Watkins, scientist Edward 
Teller, and Hungarian Ambassador Peter 
Varkonyi. 


Message to the Congress on Trade With 
Hungary 
October 26, 1989 


To the Congress of the United States: 
I hereby transmit the documents referred 
to in Subsections 402(b) and 409(b) of the 
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Trade Act of 1974 (“the Act”), 19 U.S.C. 
2432(b) and 2439(b), with respect to the 
consistency of the emigration laws and poli- 
cies of the Republic of Hungary with the 
criteria set out in Subsections 402(a) and 
409(a) of that Act, 19 U.S.C. 2432(a) and 
2439(a). These documents constitute my de- 
cision that a waiver of Subsections (a) and 
(b) of Section 402 of the Act will no longer 
be required for the Republic of Hungary. 

I include as part of these documents my 
Determination that the Republic of Hunga- 
ry is not in violation of paragraph (1), (2), or 
(3) of Subsection 402(a) or paragraph (1), (2), 
or (3) of Subsection 409(a) of the Act. I also 
include information as to the nature and 
implementation of the emigration laws and 
policies of the Republic of Hungary and re- 
strictions or discrimination applied to or 
against persons wishing to emigrate, includ- 
ing those persons wishing to emigrate to 
the United States to join close relatives. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
October 26, 1989. 


Memorandum on Trade With Hungary 
October 26, 1989 


Presidential Determination No. 90-3 
Memorandum for the Secretary of State 


Subject: Determination Under Subsections 
402(a) and 409(a) of the Trade Act of 
1974—Emigration Policies of the Republic 
of Hungary 


Pursuant to the authority vested in me 
under the Trade Act of 1974 (Public Law 
93-618, hereinafter “the Act”), I determine 
that the Republic of Hungary is not in viola- 
tion of paragraph (1), (2), or (3) of Subsec- 
tion 402(a) of the Act, 19 U.S.C. 2432(a), or 
paragraph (1), (2), or (3) of Subsection 409(a) 
of the Act, 19 U.S.C. 2439(a). 

You are authorized and directed to pub- 
lish this Determination in the Federal Reg- 
ister. 


George Bush 


Remarks and an Exchange With 
Reporters on Signing a Bill Providing 
Disaster Relief to California and South 
Carolina 


October 26, 1989 


The President. Let me just thank this del- 
egation, congressional delegation from Cali- 
fornia—its two distinguished Senators and 
Members of Congress, those most interested 
in this disaster relief. And I’ve signed this 
bill that provides $2.85 billion in Federal 
disaster relief for the victims of the earth- 
quake and also the hurricane on the east 
coast. 

And I would simply say again that our 
hearts go out to the victims and we are 
hopeful that this action, taken with great 
speed and compassion by the Congress, will 
send a signal that all of us, crossing party 
lines, care very much about this. 

And so, I appreciate those of you who 
have impressed on us the importance of 
quick relief. I appreciate those who took 
the time to be with me and help me under- 
stand this—feelings of the people out there. 
And lastly, I really do want to thank again— 
this is government action, but in its totality 
it cannot exceed the action of private citi- 
zens who are pitching in to help neighbors 
and friends out there. And I got that mes- 
sage loud and clear from all of you and I 
think it’s so true. 

So, I will go forward and do this. And I’m 
delighted that you all came down. 

Q. Some of the Californians say they 
think that more money would be needed. 
Do you anticipate this will be the end of it? 

The President. What was that, Lesley 
[Lesley Stahl, CBS News]? 

Q. It was Rita [Rita Beamish, Associated 
Press]. 

The President. Oh, it was Rita—blaming 
her. [Laughter] 

Q. And what I said was, do you think that 
this will be enough? 

Q. Will there be more if it’s needed, Mr. 
President? 

The President. 1 pledged to do what we 
need to do, and I think we’ve made a 
great—got this done. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:05 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. HJ. 
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Res. 423, approved October 26, was as- 
signed Public Law No. 101-130. 


Statement on Signing a Bill Making 

Continuing Appropriations for Fiscal 

a _— and Providing Disaster 
elie 


October 26, 1989 


Today I have signed into law HJ. Res. 
423, a continuing resolution that continues 
to fund most Federal Government activities 
through November 15, 1989, and provides 
$2.85 billion in disaster relief funding. 

The $2.85 billion in additional disaster 
relief funding included in the resolution 
would be used primarily to help the State of 
California recover from the severe earth- 
quake that struck last week. The additional 
funds would also be used to provide further 
assistance to victims of Hurricane Hugo and 
other Presidentially declared disasters. 

Of the $2.85 billion provided, $1.1 billion 
would finance the disaster relief activities of 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency. The Federal Highway Administra- 
tion would receive $1 billion to assist in the 
repair of Federal and State roadways. The 
Small Business Administration would re- 
ceive an additional $500 million for disaster 
loans, and its authority for making such 
loans would be increased to $1.8 billion. 
The remaining $250 million is made avail- 
able in an unanticipated needs account to 
address, as needed, the consequences of 
these recent natural disasters, such as re- 
pairing damage to Federal facilities. 

The resolution also extends the authority 
of the current continuing resolution 
through November 15, 1989. I have con- 
curred with this action for a number of rea- 
sons. I recognjze that the Congress needs 
additional time to address satisfactorily my 
veto of the FY 1990 Departments of Labor, 
Health and Human Services, and Educa- 
tion, and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Act and my upcoming veto of the FY 1990 
District of Columbia Appropriations Act. 
Moreover, with only two of the 13 regular 
appropriations bills enacted into law, I have 
decided not to force the shutdown of im- 
portant Federal Government operations as 
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a consequence of congressional inaction. 
Since this resolution maintains the status 
quo for only an additional 21 days and since 
most of the remaining FY 1990 appropria- 
tions bills will have completed conference 
action this week, I have decided to support 
this extension. 

Given the current status of congressional 
action, I believe it is reasonable to expect 
that the Congress should complete final 
action on the remaining FY 1990 appropria- 
tions bills before the expiration of the reso- 
lution. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
October 26, 1989. 


Note: HJ. Res. 423, approved October 26, 
was assigned Public Law No. 101-130. 


Remarks Announcing the President’s 
Food Safety Plan 


October 26, 1989 


In the first place, I’d like to thank the 
leaders in Congress on the agricultural side 
for being here very much. 

We're all aware of news stories over the 
last several months alleging the presence of 
dangerous levels of pesticides in the food 
supply. Last March those news stories fo- 
cused on the pesticide alar in apples. And 
more recently there were several news sto- 
ries on EDBC, a pesticide used on fruits 
and vegetables. And these stories have 
fueled the public concern about cancer 
risks and, more important for us, have 
called into question the Government’s abili- 
ty to ensure a safe supply of food for our 
citizens. We have the safest food supply in 
the world. I’m absolutely convinced of that. 
And we're going to keep it that way. 

It is true that some of the public’s percep- 
tion is based on valid concerns about the 
Government’s slow and cumbersome proc- 
ess for removing pesticides from the 
market. And that’s why we’re here today: to 
announce a major new initiative by our ad- 
ministration on food safety, a proposal to 
ensure that America’s food supply remains 
the safest in the world. We need to amend 
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our current food safety laws to speed the 
process for removing pesticides from the 
marketplace to protect public health and 
the environment without being either un- 
reasonable or impractical. And we’ve been 
working cooperatively, I might add, with all 
of you for several months on a number of 
issues to improve the Government’s ability 
to deal effectively with these pesticides. 
The proposals that we have set before you 
represent a consensus carved out after sev- 
eral months of discussions. Secretary [of Ag- 
riculture] Yeutter, Secretary [of Health and 
Human Services] Sullivan, [Environmental 
Protection Agency] Administrator Reilly are 
here today to convey wholehearted agree- 
ment on these issues. 

I’ve, asked the leaders of Congress here 
from the congressional committees whose 
committees do have jurisdiction over food 
safety to join us today at this announce- 
ment. And I also plan to ask them for their 
help and cooperation in enacting these pro- 
posals into law in an expedited manner. 
We're going to have a detailed briefing for 
the press by senior administration officials 
in the press room immediately following 
this meeting. But again, I’m grateful to you, 
Mr. Chairman and Mr. Chairman and the 
other ranking minority members and others 
for being here with us today. 

Thank you very much for coming. And 
thank you all. And then we will now have a 
little discussion about this. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:25 p.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, he referred to Representative E 
(Kika) de la Garza, chairman of the House 
Agriculture Committee, and Senator Patrick 
J. Leahy, chairman of the Senate Agricul- 
ture, Nutrition, and Forestry Committee. 


White House Fact Sheet on the 
President’s Food Safety Plan 


October 26, 1989 


In order to improve the Federal Govern- 
ment’s ability to protect American consum- 
ers and the environment from potential 
dangers posed by the use of pesticide 
chemicals, President Bush today proposed a 


comprehensive program to enhance food 
safety for all Americans. The President’s 
plan calls for major revisions to the Federal 
Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act 
(FIFRA) and to the Federal Food, Drug and 
Cosmetic Act (FFDCA). 

In the FIFRA, the President’s revisions 
will streamline EPA’s [Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency] ability to remove potential- 
ly hazardous pesticides from the market, 
and enhance the Agency’s enforcement 
program to ensure the safe use of pesticide 
chemicals. In the FFDCA, the President 
would eliminate a longstanding inconsisten- 
cy in the law governing pesticide residues 
in foods and establish a negligible risk 
standard for such residues. The President’s 
plan is designed to eliminate unacceptable 
risks to the public health and to provide for 
more orderly regulation of pesticides and 
their use. 

Although the need for reform in this area 
has been widely recognized, the sensitivity 
of the issues involved has long divided the 
affected private interests as well as the Fed- 
eral agencies charged with administering 
the laws. This has contributed to difficulties 
the executive branch and the Congress 
have had in dealing with this matter. 

President Bush’s plan was developed with 
input from the private sector and from all 
the relevant Government agencies. The 
result is a sensible approach to complex and 
contentious issues, which takes into account 
the varied private interests and represents 
an unprecedented consensus among the 
Federal agencies involved. 

The President’s plan will: 

¢ Establish a periodic review of all pesti- 

cides and terminate the ability to use 
pesticides for which manufacturers 
have not provided adequate data on 
safety. 

Improve the definition of what is con- 
sidered an imminent hazard posed by 
a pesticide and allow more rapid utili- 
zation of regulatory authority to 
remove from use pesticides that are so 
designated. 

Simplify and make more effective the 
process of canceling the use of a pesti- 
cide found to be harmful to public 
health. 
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¢ Improve enforcement by increasing 
the penalties for misuse of pesticides, 
and providing more authority for EPA 
to conduct inspections and collect nec- 
essary information on the distribution, 
use, and testing of pesticide products. 
Establish scientifically sound threshold 
tolerance levels for pesticides in or on 
food, identifying a negligible risk level 
below which public health is not 
threatened. While this plan specifically 
addresses pesticide residues, the princi- 
ple of negligible risk, based on scientif- 
ic determination, is one which has 
wide applicability. 
Provide for national uniformity in the 
tolerance levels which are established 
following a review of the latest scientif- 
ic evidence, and in accordance with 
new procedures, with the possibility of 
waivers justified by special local cir- 
cumstances, such as unusual food con- 
sumption patterns. 


FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 


Four goals underlie the President’s food 
safety proposals and the means for accom- 
plishing them. 

¢ Protecting the Public’s Health. The 
plan will prevent harmful exposure of the 
public to pesticides in the food supply. 

¢ Improving Regulatory Certainty for 
the Agricultural Sector. The plan will sim- 
plify and make more workable the regula- 
tion of pesticide use in agriculture, thereby 
assisting farmers in knowing and following 
food safety laws. 

¢ Strengthening the Oversight of Pesti- 
cides and Their Use. The plan will assure 
that unsafe pesticides are not used and will 
speed the development of safe alternatives. 

¢ Building Public Confidence. The plan 
will enhance public confidence in the safety 
of America’s food supply, and will assure 
consumers that it will remain safe in the 
future. 

These proposals will improve the Govern- 
ment’s ability to remove from the market 
pesticides posing threats to human health 
and the environment. 

The administration’s interagency discus- 
sion of food safety has identified and ad- 
dressed seven principal issues. These issues, 
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together with the President’s proposals, are 
summarized below. 


FEDERAL INSECTICIDE, FUNGICIDE, AND 
RODENTICIDE ACT PROPOSALS: STREAMLIN- 
ING THE SUSPENSION, CANCELLATION, AND 
RE-REGISTRATION PROCESS 


Termination of Registration: Cancellation; 
Failure To Establish Continued Eligibility 


Under current law (and not changed by 
these propoals), a registered pesticide 
chemical may have its registration terminat- 
ed either temporarily (suspension) or per- 
manently (cancellation). EPA also has gen- 
eral authority to suspend registrations for 
failure to provide required data. In addition 
to current suspension authority, the Presi- 
dent’s plan specifies that: 

A. Registrants should bear responsibility 
to ensure that EPA is provided with data 
and information necessary to permit EPA to 
determine, in light of the then-applicable 
standards for new pesticide registrations, 
whether a cancellation proceeding in a 
given instance is warranted. Data should be 
provided within prescribed timeframes: 
Following first registration, 19 years for 
pre-1984 registrations, and 15 years for 
1984 and later registrations. Thereafter, 
every 9 years. 

B. If a registrant fails to provide EPA 
with the data and information required by 
applicable regulations or guidelines within a 
reasonable time after it is due or requested, 
EPA should be authorized to order tempo- 
rary termination (suspension) of the regis- 
tration. 


Definition of Imminent Hazard 


Under current law, EPA has authority to 
suspend a registration if it is found to pose 
an imminent hazard to health or to the en- 
vironment. Current suspension authority 
has a very high risk threshold that can 
rarely be sustained and has little practical 
utility regardless of the nature or immedia- 
cy of the risk. The President’s plan proposes 
that an imminent hazard be redefined to 
exist in either of the following circum- 
stances: 

A. When continued use of the pesticide 
during the period required for cancellation 
poses a substantial risk to the environment 
or to human health based on lifetime risk 
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and the risk of continued pesticide use (1) 
exceeds the risk posed by the substitution of 
alternative pesticides or other available pest 
control methods or (2) in the absence of 
alternative pest control methods, exceeds 
the adverse effects of any pest which would 
have been controlled by the pesticide 
during the period required for cancellation; 
or 

B. When continued use of the pesticide 
causes a less than substantial but significant 
risk to health or the environment, which in 
light of the reasonably available. facts and 
circumstances is unreasonable, taking into 
account the price and availability of raw 
agricultural commodities and processed 
foods. 


Simplification of the Cancellation Process 


Under the existing cancellation process, 
there is first an administrative review proc- 
ess in which the registrant fully participates. 
Then, if requested, a formal adjudicatory 
process with a full de novo evidentiary 
hearing before an administrative law judge 
(ALJ) may be pursued. Finally, the regis- 
trant may also seek a full judicial review. 

The President proposes to simplify the 
process, and in lieu of the middle step (the 
full de novo evidentiary hearing before an 
ALJ), the President’s plan would require 
EPA to publish (in the Federal Register) 
notice of, and the grounds for, its intended 
action. The process would include an oppor- 
tunity for the registrant and others to make 
written submissions during a specified com- 
ment period (typically 60 days). 

The EPA Administrator could also hold 
an informal public hearing on the issue 
during the comment period. There would 
be no requirement that anyone be forced to 
testify or respond to cross-examination. 

If the registrant requests such a public 
hearing, the EPA Adminstrator should hold 
the hearing unless the Administrator deter- 
mines a hearing is not warranted and the 
registrant is not prejudiced thereby. 


Consultation Within the Government 


Current consultation among EPA, USDA, 
and HHS [Department of Health and 
Human Services] primarily occurs in the 
form of written comment during the can- 
cellation process. The President has decided 
that closer consultation throughout the 


process would be beneficial. Accordingly, 
the President’s plan would require appro- 
priate consultation among EPA, USDA, and 
HHS prior to issuance of cancellation and 
suspension orders, and at such other times 
as may be agreed to in a memorandum of 
understanding. 

Such a memorandum of understanding 
would specify the points in the process at 
which consultation should occur and would 
stipulate how consultation should be accom- 
plished. Such consultation would be for the 
benefit of the administration’s implementa- 
tion of its programs and would be subject to 
oversight by the Executive Office of the 
President. As such it would not be the sub- 
ject of judicial review. 


Enforcement 


Finally, the President’s plan proposes to 
amend FIFRA to strengthen penalties, rec- 
ordkeeping requirements, and provisions 
regarding entry onto premises for inspec- 
tion and sampling. 

Enhanced enforcement provisions are ap- 
propriate because violations of FIFRA, 
which involve misuse of dangerous chemi- 
cals, result in harms that are similar in 
nature to, and equally as serious as, viola- 
tions of other environmental statutes. Those 
violations result in penalties, both civil and 
criminal, that are much more severe than 
FIFRA currently provides. Most environ- 
mental statutes (Clean Water Act, Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act, Superfund, 
and the Safe Drinking Water Act) have 
been revised in recent years to strengthen 
civil and criminal enforcement provisions 
significantly. Primarily, they provide felony 
penalties for knowing violations of the acts 
and for knowing endangerment offenses. 
They also have expanded civil and adminis- 
trative penalty provisions. 

The President’s proposed FIFRA provi- 
sions would apply to pesticide producers; 
testing facilities; and persons who sell, dis- 
tribute, or commercially apply pesticides. 
Private applicators, such as farmers, would 
be required to keep records of their use of 
restricted-use pesticides and could be in- 
spected for cause. Farmers and others who 
only use general use pesticides would not 
be required to keep records, but could be 
inspected for suspected violations or when 
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the Agency or States are seeking informa- 
tion as part of an inquiry into specific envi- 
ronmental or health problems. 

Maximum allowable civil administrative 
penalties would be increased from $5,000 to 
$25,000 per day for violations of provisions 
governing sales, distribution, or commercial 
use. EPA will be able to take mitigating 
factors into account in determining wheth- 
er a warning or lesser penalty is appropri- 
ate, as current law provides. Private appli- 
cators who violate FIFRA while using a re- 
stricted-use pesticide would be subject to a 
maximum first time penalty of $1,000. 
Knowing violation of the act would be 
raised to a felony for most parties (e.g., reg- 
istrants, distributors, pesticide testing facili- 
ties) and a new knowing endangerment of- 
fense would be established for all persons 
subject to the act. Knowing violations by 
private applicators would remain misde- 
meanors unless they constitute knowing en- 
dangerment. 


The statutory provisions granting primary 
enforcement authority to the States would 
not be altered. 


FEDERAL Foop, DRUG, AND COSMETIC ACT 
PROPOSALS: TOLERANCE SETTING AND UNI- 
FORMITY 


Establishment of Tolerance Levels: 
Standards and Implementation 


Current law is not consistent because the 
usual process of tolerance-setting based on 
risk assessment is precluded in one particu- 
lar situation, namely residues of a carcino- 
gen in processed foods. Read literally, the 
Delaney clause imposes a zero-risk standard 
in this case. This means that no substance 
which causes cancer in humans or animals 
can be deemed safe for use in any amount, 
no matter how insignificant the risks to 
health or how great the costs to society. In 
light of current scientific ability to measure 
residues in minute amounts, a strict inter- 
pretation of the Delaney clause poses a vir- 
tually impossible standard. 

The President’s plan proposes that, for 
pesticide residues in food posing carcino- 
genic risks, FFDCA should be amended to 
eliminate the Delaney clause and add a tol- 
erance threshold at or below which the 
public health is not threatened. The term 
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which sets the standard for this new thresh- 
old is negligible risk. The President’s plan 
sets forth the following: 

A. There should be a tolerance level for 
pesticide residues in food below which it is 
deemed that the public health is not threat- 
ened, thus permitting a pesticide which sat- 
isfies this requirement to remain in use. 
The tolerance level for various carcinogenic 
chemical substances should be established 
based on a predicted risk level as stated 
below. (This de minimis risk level replaces 
the concept of zero risk for cancer con- 
tained in the Delaney clause.) 


1. Standard. The level of risk below 
which public health is not threatened is 
a level that is found to be negligible. 
Under appropriate regulatory risk-as- 
sessment procedures, this translates 
into a statistical risk level at or below a 
range of risk of 10~° to 10~® based on 
lifetime exposure. 


2. Implementation and enforcement. In 
implementing and enforcing this stand- 
ard, EPA, in consultation with USDA 
and FDA, should describe through rule- 
making or other formal guidance the 
following: 


a. The process and procedures through 
which the specific tolerance level de- 
terminations are to be made; and 


b. The nature and types of human car- 
cinogens to which the standard will 
be applied. This could be in terms of 
the existing carcinogen classifications 
that relate to animal and human car- 
cinogenicity, or in other terms. 


B. In order to establish a tolerance in 
cases when the level of human-health risk is 
greater than negligible, the EPA should be 
required to consider the following factors: 


1. Whether the risk to human health or 
the environment is greater from the 
uncontrolled pest than from the dietary 
risk posed by the pesticide chemical 
residue; 


2. Whether the risk to human health or 
the environment is greater from alter- 
native methods of pest control than 
from the dietary risk posed by the pes- 
ticide chemical residue; 
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3. The economic costs to consumers, in- 
cluding effects on price, availa’ ‘lity, 
and quality of food; 


4. The economic effects on producers, 
whether they be gains or losses, includ- 
ing changes in prices or production; 
and 


5. Whether reasonable efforts are being 
made to develop either an alternative 
method of pest control or an alterna- 
tive pesticide chemical for use on such 
commodity or food. 


National Uniformity: When Applicable 


Under current law, States may set toler- 
ances for pesticide residues in food that are 
lower than those established by EPA. When 
States have done so, it has been a source of 
real concern to the food distribution indus- 
try and a source of confusion to consumers. 
Inconsistent tolerances could have signifi- 
cant adverse impacts on the ability of the 
United States to participate in international 
trade of raw agricultural commodities and 
processed foods. The President’s plan has 
the following approach: 


National uniformity should be provided 
by statute for chemical tolerances estab- 
lished pursuant to the reregistration process 
described under the 1988 amendments to 
FIFRA. Any State or local standards appli- 
cable to the same chemical substances must 
be identical to Federal standards, provided 
that a State may enforce a more stringent 
standard if it has obtained a waiver from 
EPA pursuant to published procedures and 
criteria. Waivers will be permitted only 
when warranted by special local circum- 
stances. States could enforce more stringent 
standards for old substances that have not 
undergone reregistration. 


Note: This is an extract of the fact sheet 
issued by the Office of the Press Secretary. It 
contains information on the proposed legis- 
lation and does not include the background 
material on Federal jurisdiction over pesti- 
cide residues in food found in the original 
press release. 


Statement on the Flag Protection Act 
of 1989 


October 26, 1989 


On June 21, 1989, the Supreme Court in 
Texas v. Johnson held unconstitutional a 
Texas statute prohibiting flag desecration. 
The Court reasoned that, under the princi- 
ples of the First Amendment, a State could 
punish a person who desecrates the flag to 
communicate a message only if the State 
had a compelling reason to do so. The 
Court held that the Government’s interest 
in preserving the symbolic value of the flag 
is not compelling. 

After a careful study of the Court’s opin- 
ion, the Department of Justice concluded 
that the only way to ensure protection of 
the flag is through a constitutional amend- 
ment. Pursuant to that advice, I urged the 
adoption of such an amendment. 

After several months of debate about how 
best to protect the flag from desecration, 
the Congress has forwarded to me H.R. 
2978. The bill provides for a prison term of 
up to 1 year for anyone who “knowingly 
mutilates, defaces, physically defiles, burns, 
maintains on the floor or ground, or tram- 
ples upon” any United States flag. 

While I commend the intentions of those 
who voted for this bill, I have serious 
doubts that it can withstand Supreme Court 
review. The Supreme Court has held that 
the Government’s interest in preserving the 
flag as a symbol can never be compelling 
enough to justify prohibiting flag desecra- 
tion that is intended to express a message. 
Since that is precisely the target of this bill’s 
prohibition, I suspect that any subsequent 
court challenge will reach a similar conclu- 
sion. 

Nevertheless, because this bill is intended 
to achieve our mutual goal of protecting 
our Nation’s greatest symbol, and its consti- 
tutionality must ultimately be decided by 
the courts, I have decided to allow it to 
become law without my signature. I remain 
convinced, however, that a constitutional 
amendment is the only way to ensure that 
our flag is protected from desecration. 


The White House, George Bush 
October 26, 1989. 


Note: H.R. 2978 became law on October 28, 
upon expiration of the 10-day period al- 
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lowed for Presidential action. H.R. 2978 
was assigned Public Law No. 101-131. 


Message to the House of 
Representatives Returning Without 
Approval the District of Columbia 
Appropriations Act, 1990 

October 27, 1989 


To the House of Representatives: 


I am returning herewith without my ap- © 


proval H.R. 3026, the “District of Columbia 
Appropriations Act, 1990.” 

I informed the Congress earlier that I 
would veto this bill if it permitted the use 
of appropriated funds to pay for abortions 
other than those in which the life of the 
mother would be endangered if the fetus 
were carried to term. The limitation I pro- 
posed is identical to the one included in the 
District of Columbia Appropriations Act for 
1989 (Public Law 100-462). 

This year, regrettably, the Congress has 
expanded the circumstances in which Fed- 
eral funds could be used to pay for abor- 
tions. Moreover, unlike Public Law 100- 
462, H.R. 3026 would also permit payment 
for abortions with local funds, which under 
current law must be appropriated by the 
Congress. Thus, H.R. 3026 would not re- 
strict the use of such funds for abortion in 
any way. 

I am, therefore, compelled to disapprove 


H.R. 3026. 
George Bush 


The White House, 
October 27, 1989. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 
October 22 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 


Bush returned to the White House from a 
weekend stay at Camp David, MD. 
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October 23 


The President met at the White House 
with John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affairs; and 
members of the CIA briefing staff. 


October 24 


The President met at the White House 
with: 


—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to 
the President for National Security Af- 
fairs; and members of the CIA briefing 
staff; 


—the Republican congressional leader- 
ship, to discuss the budget and the cap- 
ital gains tax; 


—spouses of Cabinet members, for lunch; 


—members of the House of Representa- 
tives Republican Research Committee’s 
Project 101 group, which is concerned 
with environmental and conservation 
issues; 


—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 


In a ceremony in the Residence, the 
President received diplomatic credentials 
from Ambassadors Peter Varkonyi (Hunga- 
ry), Stanislaus Garikai Chigwedere (Zim- 
babwe), Mohamed Sadiq Al-Mashat (Iraq), 
Guido Di Tella (Argentina), Paul J.F. Lusaka 
(Zambia), and Christos Zacharakis (Greece). 


The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be 
Chairman and members of the President’s 
Education Policy Advisory Committee: 


Chairman: 


Paul H. O’Neill, of Pennsylvania. Mr. O’Neill is 
chief executive officer of the Aluminum Com- 
pany of America. 


Members: 


John F. Akers, of Connecticut. Mr. Akers is chair- 
man of the board of the International Business 
Machines Corp. 


Lamar Alexander, of Tennessee. Mr. Alexander 
is president of the University of Tennessee. 





Carolyn R. Bacon, of Texas. Ms. Bacon is execu- 
tive director of the O’Donnell Foundation. 

Thomas E. Barton, Jr., of South Carolina. Mr. 
Barton is president of Greenville Technical 
College. 

William E. Brock, of Tennessee. Mr. Brock is 
president of the Brock Group. 

Juana Dainis, of New York. Ms. Dainis is deputy 
superintendent of schools, District 4, East 
Harlem, New York City. 

James E. Duffy, of New York. Mr. Duffy is vice 
president of Capital Cities/ ABC, Inc. 

Jaime Escalante, of California. Mr. Escalante is 
an educator at Garfield High School in Los 
Angeles. 

Marvin L. Esch, of Michigan. Mr. Esch is presi- 
dent of the Communications Group. 

H. Dean Evans, of Indiana. Mr. Evans is superin- 
tendent of ‘public instruction for the State of 
Indiana. 

Chester E. Finn, Jr., of Maryland. Mr. Finn is 
director of the Educational Excellence Net- 
work. 

Keith B. Geiger, of Michigan. Mr. Geiger is presi- 
dent of the National Education Association. 

Wyatt T. Johnson, Jr., of California. Mr. Johnson 
is vice chairman of the Times-Mirror Co. 

Thomas H. Kean, of New Jersey. Mr. Kean is 
Governor of New Jersey. 

David T. Kearns, of Connecticut. Mr. Kearns is 
chief executive office of Xerox Corp. 

Ann Lynch, of Nevada. Ms. Lynch is president of 
the National Parents and Teachers Association. 

Modesto Maidique, of Florida. Mr. Maidique is 
president of Florida International University. 

Joe Nathan, of Minnesota. Mr. Nathan is senior 
fellow at the Humphrey Institute of Public Af- 
fairs at the University of Minnesota. 

James R. Oglesby, of Virginia. Mr. Oglesby is 
president of the National School Boards Asso- 
ciation. 

Frank H.T. Rhodes, of New York. Mr. Rhodes is 
president of Cornell University. 

Albert Shanker, of Washington, DC. Mr. Shanker 
is president of the American Federation of 
Teachers. 

Donald M. Stewart, of New York. Mr. Stewart is 
president of the College Board. 

Robert M. Teeter, of Michigan. Mr. Teeter is 
president of the Coldwater Corp. 


October 25 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to 
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the President for National Security Af- 
fairs; and members of the CIA briefing 
staff; 

—a group of Democratic Senators, to dis- 

cuss the capital gains tax; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 

President. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be 
members of the Advisory Committee for 
Trade Policy and Negotiations for terms of 
2 years: 


Edwin L. Artzt, of Ohio. Mr. Artzt is vice chair- 
man of the board and president of Procter and 
Gamble in Cincinnati, OH. 

Curtis H. Barnette, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Bar- 
nette is senior vice president and director of 
Bethlehem Steel Corp. in Bethlehem, PA. 


Lawrence A. Bossidy, of Connecticut. Mr. Bos- 
sidy is vice chairman of the board of General 
Electric in Fairfield, CT. 

Donald Butler, of California. Mr. Butler is presi- 
dent of Shasta Foods International in Gonzales, 
CA. 


Trammell Crow, of Texas. Mr. Crow is chairman 
of Trammell Crow Co. in Dallas, TX. 

Dean R. Kleckner, of lowa. Mr. Kleckner is 
president of the American Farm Bureau Feder- 
ation in Park Ridge, IL. 

NJ. Nicholas, Jr., of New York. Mr. Nicholas is 
president and chief executive officer of Time, 
Inc., in New York City. 

John J. Phelan, Jr., of New York. Mr. Phelan is 
chairman and chief executive officer of the 
New York Stock Exchange in New York City. 

Lawrence R. Pugh, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Pugh is 
chairman and chief executive officer of VF 
Corp. in Wyomissing, PA. 

James D. Robinson III, of Connecticut. Mr. Rob- 
inson is chairman, chief executive officer, and 
president of the American Express Co. in New 
York City. 

George A. Schaefer, of Illinois. Mr. Schaefer is 
chairman and chief executive officer of Cater- 
pillar, Inc., in Peoria, IL. 

Frank A. Shrontz, of Washington. Mr. Shrontz is 
chairman and chief executive officer of the 
Boeing Co. in Seattle, WA. 

Linda J. Wachner, of California. Ms. Wachner is 
president and chief executive officer of War- 
naco, Inc., in New York City. 

Marina v. N. Whitman, of Michigan. Dr. Whit- 
man is vice president and a group executive of 
the General Motors Corp. in Detroit, MI. 
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October 26 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to 
the President for National Security Af- 
fairs; and members of the CIA briefing 
staff; 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—Members of Congress and the Cabinet, 
to discuss new food safety proposals; 

—yYevgeniy Primakov, head of a delega- 
tion of Members of the Soviet Parlia- 
ment; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 


October 27 

In the morning, the President departed 
the White House to attend the centennial 
celebration of Costa Rican democracy and 
meet with Western Hemisphere leaders in 
San José. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted October 25 


Frances D. Cook, 

of Florida, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, Class of Minister-Counsel- 
or, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Cameroon. 


Ricnard T. Kennedy, 

of the District of Columbia, to be an alter- 
nate representative of the United States of 
America to the 33d Session of the General 
Conference of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency. 


Submitted October 25—Continued 


Arthur D. Spatt, 

of New York, to be United States District 
Judge for the Eastern District of New York, 
vice Henry Bramwell, retired. 


Timothy D. Leonard, 

of Oklahoma, to be United States Attorney 
for the Western District of Oklahoma for 
the term of 4 years, vice William S. Price, 
resigned. 


Allan V. Burman, 

of Virginia, to be Administrator for Federal 
Procurement Policy, vice Robert P. Bedell, 
resigned. 
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of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary that are nei- 
ther printed as items nor covered by entries 
in the Digest of Other White House An- 
nouncements. 





Released October 24 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Arthur D. Spatt to be United 
States District Judge for the Eastern Dis- 
trict of New York 


Released October 25 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Timothy D. Leonard to be 
United States Attorney for the Western Dis- 
trict of Oklahoma 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the President’s trip to San 
Jose to attend the centennial celebration of 
Costa Rican democracy and to meet with 
Western Hemisphere leaders—by Secretary 
of State James A. Baker III 





Released October 26 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the President’s Food 
Safety Plan—by Secretary of Agriculture 
Clayton Yeutter, Secretary of Health and 
Human Services Louis W. Sullivan, and En- 
vironmental Protection Agency Administra- 
tor William K. Reilly 


Released October 27 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Edward J. Lodge to be 
United States District Judge for the District 
of Idaho 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved October 21 


H.R. 3385 / Public Law 101-119 
To provide assistance for free and fair elec- 
tions in Nicaragua 


Approved October 23 


H.R. 1300 / Public Law 101-120 
Head Start Supplemental Authorization Act 
of 1989 


H.R. 2788 / Public Law 101-121 

Making appropriations for the Department 
of the Interior and related agencies for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 1990, and 
for other purposes 


HJ. Res. 400 / Public Law 101-122 
Designating October 27, 1989, as “National 
Hostage Awareness Day” 
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Approved October 23—Continued 


S. 248 / Public Law 101-123 
Major Fraud Act Amendments of 1989 


Approved October 24 


SJ. Res. 213 / Public Law 101-124 

To designate October 22 through October 
29, 1989, as “National Red Ribbon Week 
for a Drug-Free America” 


H.R. 2987 / Public Law 101-125 

To name the Department of Veterans Af- 
fairs medical center in Leavenworth, 
Kansas, as the “Dwight D. Eisenhower De- 
partment of Veterans Affairs Medical 
Center” 


Approved October 25 


H.R. 2087 / Public Law 101-126 
Child Abuse Prevention Challenge Grants 
Reauthorization Act of 1989 


H.R. 2088 / Public Law 101-127 
Children With Disabilities Temporary Care 
Reauthorization Act of 1989 


HJ. Res. 392 / Public Law 101-128 
Designating October 1989 as “Italian-Amer- 
ican Heritage and Culture Month” 


HJ. Res. 401 / Public Law 101-129 
To designate the month of October 1989 as 
“Country Music Month” 


Approved October 26 


HJ. Res. 423 / Public Law 101-130 
Making further continuing appropriations 
for the fiscal year 1990, and for other pur- 
poses 
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nations Submitted, and Checklist at the end 
of each issue 

Agriculture Department, Inspector General— 
1491 

Air Force Department 
Assistant Secretary 

ment)—1512 





(Financial Manage- 


Appointments and Nominations—Continued 
Air Force Department—Continued 
General Counsel—1491 
Appalachian Regional Commission, Alternate 
Federal Cochairman—1497 
Columbia River Interstate Compact, U.S. Rep- 
resentative—1563 
Commerce Department, Patents and Trade- 
marks Office, Commissioner—1529 
Communications Satellite Corporation, Board 
of Directors, member—1497 
Consumer Product Safety Commission, Chair- 
man and member—1529 
Education Department, Assistant Secretary 
(Vocational and Adult Education)—1521 
Energy Department, Office of Alcohol Fuels, 
Director—1578 
Environmental Protection Agency, Assistant 
Administrator (Office of Solid Waste)—1563 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 
member—1555 
Federal National Mortgage Association, Board 
of Directors, member—1498 
General Services Administration, Administra- 
tor—1522 
Health and Human Services Department, In- 
spector General—1547 
Housing and Urban Development Department, 
Assistant Secretary (Fair Housing and Equal 
Opportunity)—1490 
Justice Department, Office of Juvenile Justice 
and Delinquency Prevention, Administra- 
tor—1533 
National Commission on Children, member— 
1529 
Navy Department, Assistant Secretary (Finan- 
cial Management)—1521 
Panama Canal Commission, Board member— 
1512 
Securities and Exchange Commission, Acting 
Chairman—1491 
State Department 
Ambassadors 
Cape Verde—1512 
Central African Republic—1555 
Gabon—1490 
Gambia—1517 
Honduras—1510 
Kenya—1491 
Sao Tome and Principe—1490 
United Arab Emirates—1585 





Administration of George Bush, 1989 


Appointments and Nominations—Continued 
State Department—Continued 
Coordinator for International Communica- 
tions and Information Policy—1570 
Negotiation on Conventional Armed Forces 
in Europe, U.S. Representative, rank of 
Ambassador—1521 
Treasury Department, 
1578 
U.S. International Development Cooperation 
Agency, Agency for International Develop- 
ment, Assistant Administrator (Food for 
Peace)—1510 
Veterans Affairs Department, Assistant Secre- 
tary (Acquisition and Facilities}—1528 


Bill Signings 


See also Acts Approved at the end of each issue 
Ulysses S. Grant National Historic Site in St. 
Louis County, MO, statement—1495 


Inspector General— 


Communications to Congress 


Abortion funding, letter—1559 
Budget 
Alternative sequester report for the Depart- 
ment of Defense for fiscal year 1990, mes- 
sage—1578 
Deferrals, message—1490 
Panama, continuation of U.S. economic sanc- 
tions, message—1575 
Trade barriers to U.S. wine exports, letter— 
1512 


Communications to Federal Agencies 


Presidential Quality and Management Im- 
provement Awards 
Memorandum—1509 
Message—1509 
Recruitment of temporary employees for the 
1990 census, memorandum—1516 


Executive Orders 


President’s Council on Physical Fitness and 
Sports, amendment—1531 


Interviews With the News Media 


News Conference, October 13 (No. 25)—1539 
White House press corps—1496, 1514, 1564, 
1566, 1581, 1582 


Joint Statements 


Education summit with Governors in Char- 
lottesville, VA—1487 


Orders 


Budget, emergency deficit control measures for 
fiscal year 1990—1555 


Proclamations 


Columbus Day—1513 

German-American Day—1506 

Italian-American Heritage 
Month—1536 

Leif Erickson Day—1515 

Minority Enterprise Development Week—1492 

National Awareness Week for Children With 
Cancer—1569 

National Children’s Day—1511 

National Disability Employment Awareness 
Month—1546 

National Domestic 
Month—1527 

National Down Syndrome Month—1556 

National Forest Products Week—1579 

National Health Care Food Service Week— 
1492 

National Job Skills Week—1532 

National School Lunch Week—1522 

Raoul Wallenberg Day—1504 

United Nations Day—1580 

Veterans Day—1508 

White Cane Safety Day—1547 

World Food Day—1554 


Statements Other Than Presidential 


See also Bill Signings; Checklist at the end of 
each issue 
Angola, meeting with Jonas Savimbi—1505 
Cyprus, meeting with President Vassiliou— 
* 1504 
un; 
ae assistance—1500 
Political reform—1575 
NATO, meeting with Secretary General 
Woerner—1528 
Panama, meeting with U.S. Senators—1528 
Poland, economic assistance—1500 
President’s surgery—1515 
Soviet Union, meeting with Defense Minister 
Yazov—1497 
Yugoslavia, meeting with Prime Minister Mar- 
kovié—1545 


and Culture 


Violence Awareness 
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